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The Supreme Court
Grade Level: 8th grade
United States History
Time Required: 3 class periods. (Lesson can be modified to meet the needs of the learners in the classroom.  If necessary, or under time constraints you may use fewer case studies.)

Lesson Summary:
Students will use their knowledge of the Constitution and the Supreme Court cases listed.  Students will explain how are our freedoms, some of which are listed in the Bill of rights, have been interpreted and enforced throughout history and what effect those decisions have had on the United States. 
Objectives:
The learner will:
· Illustrate how the Court’s composition and the judicial philosophies of its members can affect basic social premises.
· Determine the role of the courts in determining educational policy?
· Discuss and Explain Racism and Segregation
· Discuss how the constitution reflects important values and beliefs held by our government
· Discover how current practices and events are connected to the original Constitution
· Analyze text (Case Studies) and identify the scope of their rights and the limitation of their liberty
· Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Racism
noun
1. a belief or doctrine that inherent differences among the various human races determine 
cultural or individual achievement, usually involving the idea that one's own race is 
superior and has the right to rule others. 2. a policy, system of government, etc., based upon or fostering such a doctrine; discrimination. 
Segregation
noun
legal separation of people based on racial, ethnic, or other differences. 

Historical Background for the Teachers:

The power of the Supreme Court has varied over time depending on its members. These decisions have affected American citizens both positively and negatively.  Looking back we can see that The Court has not always been as progressive as the time period might have required creating decisions that would have a lasting impact on citizens. 
Suggested teacher reading prior to lesson: Across the Color Line: Diversity, Public Education, and the Supreme Court by Michelle Parrini

Anticipatory Set:
· Query students to determine their understandings of racism and segregation
· Have students discuss with a partner the Amendments to the Constitution (taught prior to this lesson)

Do Now Activity: 
Reading The Modern Civil Rights Movement: A River of Purposeful Anger (teachinghistory.org)

Students are to complete at least 3 post-its to be placed on chart paper for their class.  Post-its may include questions for clarifications, Reflections, I like/dislike statements, I wish…, I hope, I didn’t understand.  1 post-it must include how they feel after reading the excerpt in one-two words
Procedures:
Students will break up into groups for , read excerpts of the following Supreme Court decisions and answer the questions that follow and discuss.  

1. Primary Source - Dred Scott v. Sanford 

2. Primary Source – Yick Wo v. Hopkins

3. Primary Source - Brown vs. Board of Education

4. Primary Source - Plessy V. Ferguson

5. Primary Source - Korematsu v. US

6. Primary Source – Gratz V. Bollinger and Grutter v. Bollinger

7. Primary Source   - Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1
Students will then answer the following questions:

1. When did the Case occur? Where?

2. What was the main issue?

3. What was the Court’s decision (How may for/against)

4. What were the repercussions of each of these cases?  

5. How did they affect those that were involved along with others not involved in the case (ie. Dred Scott – Were others discouraged from filing similar suites)

6. What can these decisions tell you about how the majority party of the time felt about slavery, African-Americans, or other non-Whites?  Were they seen in a positive or negative light?  

7. Historically speaking what evidence can you provide to support your opinion? (Students are to use relevant information we have learned throughout the year in our studies)

Homework:
Ongoing homework: Use the links listed for further reading at home.  
Assessment:
Open-ended Question – Which of the cases discussed do you think had the greatest impact (positive or negative)? Why? Please be sure to give specific examples to support your opinion.  
Extension:
Digital Story Extension Activity 3-5 days (Extend as needed for students who may require greater 

      assistance with the technology.) This can also be assigned for students to complete at home and then 

     share with the class. 

While these may be more of the infamous decisions that have been made by the highest court in the country, the courtroom was not the only place where it was taking place.  In the following days, students are to choose one person they believe to have a profound effect on race issues from any historical time period.  They may be an author, government official, everyday hero, sports figure, musician, artist, etc.   

1. Choose a person of interest to you.  Someone you feel has helped to bring about equality in our nation.  

2. Find a book about your person to read – Suggestions can be made to those students having difficulty, but it is preferred that they try and choose one. (See list below) I would also limit two students to the same person (There are so many people from which to choose, I prefer not to have doubles) 

3. Create a digital story using Windows Movie Maker or Photo Story III (MAC – Keynote).  (This can also be completed using PowerPoint)  

a. Students will create a Digital Story in order to bring their chosen person to life for the class.  When all stories are completed, students will present to the class. 

b. Students are to use the outline accompanying this lesson to guide their research. 

c. Digital Stories are to be between 3-5 minutes. (Students prior knowledge with this technology may require more time to complete the project.)

Suggested Readings for Students:

· Great Peacemakers: True Stories from Around the World. Ken Beller and Heather Chase.

· Ida B. Wells: Let the Truth Be Told. Walter Dean Myers.

· Portraits of Jewish American Heroes. Malka Drucker.

· She Touched the World: Laura Bridgman, Deaf-Blind Pioneer. Sally Hobart Alexander and Robert Alexander.

· Declare Yourself: Speak. Connect. Act. Vote.  More Than 50 Celebrated Americans Tell You Why. America Ferrera, Guest Editor.

· Facts of Life: Stories. Gary Soto.

· Afghan Dreams: Young Voices of Afghanistan. Tony O’Brien and Mike Sullivan. Photographs by Tony O’Brien.

· The Devil on Trial: Witches, Anarchists, Atheists, Communists, and Terrorists in America’s Courtrooms. Phillip Margulies and Maxine Rosaler.

· First People: An Illustrated History of American Indians. David C. King.

· The Letter Writer. Ann Rinaldi.

· Loving v. Virginia: Lifting the Ban against Interracial Marriage. Susan Dudley Gold.

· Students on Strike: Jim Crow, Civil Rights, Brown, and Me. John Stokes, with Lois Wolfe and Herman Viola.

· As Good as Anybody. Richard Michelson. Illustrated by Raul Colón.

· T4: A Novel in Verse. Ann Clare LeZotte.

· Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice. Phillip Hoose.

· Open the Door to Liberty. Anne Rockwell

· Sky High: The True Story of Maggie Gee. Marissa Moss.

· Soldier’s Secret: The Story of Deborah

· Sampson. Sheila Solomon Klass. Henry Holt

· Blessing’s Bead. Debby Dahl Edwardson.
Resources:
Electronic Resources: 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/scott/index.html - Dred Scott and its bitter Decision

http://www.housedivided.dickenson.edu  

http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources.aspx
http://landmarkcases.org
http://www.supremecourthistory.org
http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/
Textbooks:

The American Nation (2003 Prentice Hall)

Civics Today (2007 McGraw Hill)
Supplemental Material

U.S. Supreme Court Case Studies (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)
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