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Reflection of the Enlightenment on American Government
Grade Level: Middle School, Grade 7
United States History/ World History
Time Required: 90 minutes

Lesson Summary:  Students will understand that many of the increasingly oppressive policies from monarchs throughout Europe would be a stepping-stone to American Democracy.  Enlightened rulers such as Locke, Montesquieu and Rousseau potentially threatened government because they promoted such things as religious tolerance, separation of power, and most importantly the rights of individuals.  As colonists saw that the policies of the English monarchy became more stringent the time to part ways was evident.  Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin having studied Enlightenment works wanted their rights protected, whether they owned property or not.
Objectives:

Analyze the Declaration of Independence and how it incorporated many Enlightenment ideas.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Europe
	1700’s
	America

	Enlightenment
	Politeia/Regime
	Colonialism

	Monarchs
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Monarchs/ British Colonists

	One ruler 
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Mercantilism

	Life, Liberty, Property
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness

	


Key Terms:
Age of Enlightenment

Philosophe

Natural Rights

Voltaire

John Locke

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Baron de Montesquieu

Benjamin Franklin

Thomas Jefferson

Declaration of Independence

Parliament

Seven Years War

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Students will understand that many of the increasingly oppressive policies from monarchs throughout Europe would be a stepping-stone to American Democracy.  Enlightened rulers such as Locke, Montesquieu and Rousseau potentially threatened government because they promoted such things as religious tolerance, separation of power, and most importantly the rights of individuals.  As colonists saw that the policies of the English monarchy became more stringent the time to part ways was evident.  Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin having studied Enlightenment works wanted their rights protected, whether they owned property or not.
Anticipatory Set:
Day 1 and 2: You can play classic American Patriotic Music such as The Star Spangled Banner, God Bless America, and America the Beautiful.    Log onto http://gba.wavethemes.net to get various recordings of the songs mentioned for free.

Do Now Activity: 
Day 1: Europeans in the 1700’s used Reason or logical thought to understand their world and create a better society.  Make a prediction as to why Reason was a growing theme among 18th century Europeans.

Day 2: “No taxation without representation” What does that mean?  How does this idea connect back to the term Reason?



Procedures:
Day 1:  Review Do Now above (answers may vary).  Be sure to give background on the Dark Ages, Renaissance and finally the Enlightenment.  Stress to students the connection between “light”, “thought”, and “reasoning”.  Then have students read excerpts from the works of Voltaire, Montesquieu, Locke, and Rousseau. This should be a timed activity, about 5 minutes per excerpt.  Have students write two key words from each document.  As you move around the room create a word cloud on the board or overhead proxima.

Day 2: Review Do Now (answers may vary).  Hand out a copy of he Declaration of Independence to each student.  The complete text is available at http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/doi/text.html.  Read the text together as a class.  Have students highlight and note any phrases or key words that are similar to the sentiments of the Enlightenment Philosophes.  Review together as a class. 

Homework:
Day 1:  Have students define the vocabulary terms above.

Day 2:  

Review Questions

1.What Enlightenment ideas did the founders of the government of the United States share with philosophes?

2. How does the separation of power into three branches of government, and checks and balances among those branches, help to guarantee freedom?

Assessment:
After the completion of Day 2 you can give the students a mini quiz on the material that was covered.  Keep the quiz short, 10-20 questions only.  

Extension:
As a class, put together a three volume encyclopedia of the Enlightenment period.  Each volume will consist of the following topics: government, science, and business.  As a class design the page size and cover of the encyclopedia. Divide the entire class into teams of two and three.  Each team will be assigned a volume. Students will have to research the topic using websites, databases, books etc.  The topic may be related to people, ideas, inventions, discoveries etc.  All teams working on the same volumes should then come together and summarize and illustrate and bind their volume.  This assignment could be counted as a project assessment.

Resources:

http://gba.wavethemes.net
http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/doi/text.html.

Author of Lesson:
Amanda Lister (John Adams Middle School, Edison) 
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