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“I Have A Dream”

Grade Level: 7th and 8th

United States History

Time Required: 1 period (80 minutes)


Lesson Summary:


Debate multiple purposes of “I Have A Dream Speech” and if it came true.  Write modern day “I Have A Dream Speech”

Objectives:

1. SWBAT identify the purposes of the speech and what point he was trying to make.

2. SWBAT debate whether or not the speech came true and provide evidence supporting their opinion.

3. SWBAT write a modern day “I Have A Dream” speech about what they think Dr. King's dream today would be.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	US pre-Aug. 28, 1963
	
	US post-Aug. 28, 1963

	Democratic republic
	Politeia/Regime
	Democratic Republic

	White citizens over 21, federal and state governments
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Federal and state governments, all citizens over 21

	Government sanctioned racism and discrimination
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Government sanctioned equality for all

	Freedom
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	freedom

	


Key Terms:

1. segregation: separation of people because of race

2. dream: strongly desired goal or purpose

3. equality: everyone treated the same regardless of race or anything else

Historical Background for the Teachers:

During the 1960s and earlier African-Americans, particularly in the South, were not treated the same as whites.  They were discriminated against and had their own public facilities.  Separate but unequal was the rule of the day.  Then Rosa Parks came and changed things by refusing to give up her seat on the front of the bus for a white man.  Dr. King then came to the center stage during the bus boycott.  He helped rally the African-Americans in the city of Montgomery, Alabama to boycott the buses until they because integrated.  It worked.  Dr. King continued to fight for equal rights for all Americans and because a leading figure in the Civil Rights movement.  On Aug. 23, 1963, he gave his famous “I Have A Dream” speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.

Anticipatory Set:

Why was Dr. King famous?

Do Now Activity: 

same as above

Procedures:

I. go over and discuss Do Now/Anticipatory Set

II. pass out copy of the “I Have A Dream” speech

III. play audio or video of speech for the students to hear/see

IV. have students write down their gut reactions to the speech and pair-share

V. do whip around to have students share what they think Dr. King was trying to tell everyone and defend their opinion

VI. have students pair-up and use address method to determine the deeper purpose of the speech.  Pairs will share and defend their answer as part of a class discussion.

(I.E- 28 King Way, Washington, D.C. 81963 – on Aug. 28, 1963 Dr. King proposed a solution to the problem of segregation, 1963 Lincoln Memorial Court, Washington, D.C. 0823 – on Aug. 28 on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, Dr. King courted disaster with his speech, etc ... )

Homework:

Complete extension activity

Assessment:

Extension activity, participation in discussions and activities

Extension:

Students will write an essay about whether or not they think Dr. King's dream has come true and what they think today's “I Have A Dream” speech would be about.  2 supports for each should be given.

Resources:

Video/Audio and Written Copy of Dr. King's “I Have A Dream” Speech

Author of Lesson:

Debra Amon
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