

[image: ]                                                                                   Lesson Template
Three Branches of Government

Grade Level: 
United States History 5th grade
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time Frame:		50 minutes
Lesson Summary: 	 	
Objectives: 
		1.  SWDA to identify the U.S. Constitution as the plan for a government.
2.  SWDA to identify and explain why there are three branches of government in the U.S. Constitution.

Key terms: 	Legislative Branch, Executive Branch, Judicial Branch
Historical Background for the Teacher: 
The Legislative Branch:  The delegates created interdependence between the two houses of Congress and established rules defining the role of Congress and its members.  The Executive Branch:  In establishing the executive branch of government, the delegates decided that a single individual, called the President, should hold executive authority to carry out laws, represent the nation internationally, and head the nation’s military forces.  The Judicial Branch:  Agreeing that a national court system was needed, the delegates established a Supreme Court to serve as the highest court in the land.  The Supreme Court and the other courts that make up the judicial branch are responsible for deciding if the laws are working fairly.

Anticipatory Set: 	The teacher will review previous day’s lesson, which focused on the preamble of the constitution.  Teacher will ask, “What does the preamble tell us?”  Students will pair/share answers, and Teacher will list on the board:
1. Form a strong nation.
2. Protect people’s freedom.
3. Improve people’s lives.


Do Now Activity: 	Stop and Jot – 
Why would the Americans be scared of forming a powerful new government?
Procedures: 

Teacher will discuss the three branches of government and explain how this guaranteed that no one person in government would become too powerful.  Each branch would “check” the power of the others so that even if one branch became abusive, the other two would protect the people’s rights.  Students will complete Three Branches of Government diagram with a partner.

Guided Practice:  Silently and independently answer the three following questions.
	
1. The system of government in the United States of America was planned and written in a document called the _____________________.
2. The Framers of the U.S. Constitution decided to split power into how many branches?
3. Why did the Framers of the U.S. Constitution decide to split power into different branches?

Students will check work in pairs and the teacher will share out and check as a class.

Students will work independently to answer the following question:

How do you think splitting up the power of the national government convinced people it would be a good system of rules?  Students will share and discuss in small groups.

Students will complete an Assessment Slip at the end of the lesson.

Homework: 		“How Laws are Made” reading with comprehension questions
Assessment: 		Assessment Slip
Resources: 		Visuals, Charts, and Worksheets
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