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Black History Month Trading Cards
Grade Level: 6th
United States History
Time Required: 3-4 class periods as part of an independent work station

Lesson Summary:

As part of our Black History Month Celebration, students will create original “trading cards” as a part of the Heroes of Black History class set.  Each card includes a photo image on the front and a short (3-5 paragraphs) biography of the subject on the back.  Each student will present their card to the class with a brief summary of the significance of their subject.  The cards were hung throughout the room to allow students to view their work.  
Objectives:

SWBAT:
· Identify and explain the importance of African-Americans who made significant contributions to American society. 

· Research and gather information on their subject.

· Write a short, original biography detailing the important events and contributions of their subject.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Hero

Character

Perseverance

Contribution

Significant
Impact

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Students understand the importance of the actions and sacrifices of their heroes have had on the transformation of the United States and on our own lives.  

Anticipatory Set:
This lesson was introduced as part of a cooperative learning project in conjunction with the students’ reading “T-205” in Language Arts class.   Many students born after 1998 are unfamiliar with trading cards.  The short story is about a very rare and valuable Honus Wagner baseball card.  Students will be introduced to the structure of trading cards.  
Do Now Activity: 
Who deserves a trading card in their honor?  Students will write a short timed response in their learning journals.
Procedures:
Part 1: This lesson is part of a cross-curricular learning project that begins with the class reading a short story “T-205” in their Language Arts class.  Students completed a guided reading assignment to accompany the story. 
Part 2-Research:  Students will work independently at a work station with an internet connection to answer a series of questions about their subject.  From their research they will create a short originally written biography about their subject. 
Part 3: Students will format their biographies to fit onto a 3x5 index card (with an image of their subject), print, and assemble their trading cards. 

Homework:
Each student will create a list of interview questions they would like to ask their subject.  Students will make a short oral presentation introducing their card to the class.
Assessment:
The class will have a daily “Do Now” exercise that is graded according to the class rubric (0-5 points).
I created a specific 10 point trading card rubric to use with this project. 
Extension:
Extend the study of different cultures to include Women Heroes or “Sheroes” as a part of Women’s History Month in March.  Students will be asked to select a “Shero” that has made a significant impact to American society/culture.
Resources:
Internet; biographies; class text
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