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American Heroes of WWII
Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History
Time Required: 45 mins. of introduction time/ 45 mins. for presentations

Lesson Summary:
Our project focused on the American Soldiers who fought in World War II.  These heroes were often ordinary people who became extraordinary because they displayed the characteristics that many heroes have- courage, vigilance, compassion, resourcefulness and persistence.  At great personal risk, these young men fought a world war that saved our way of life and the world from true evil.  Our project was designed to recognize these heroes, celebrate their accomplishments and remember their sacrifice.  The assignment had two parts: a written piece and a “memorial”- a display board with pictures along with words or phrases that described the hero (or a PowerPoint that described the hero with pictures, etc).   The written piece needed to include who their hero was/is, their age during the war, their background, what they did to distinguish themselves during the conflict and why they choose them as their hero.  The story needed to be at least two pages typed.

Objectives:
The students will research and explore the lives and experiences of extraordinary Americans and appreciate the sacrifices that were made during WWII.  The students will then demonstrate an understanding of those accomplishments by explaining them to their classmates in a variety of methods (typed story, PowerPoint or Memorial Board).
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Normandy, Atlantic Wall, Operation Overlord, Amphibious, Airborne, General Eisenhower,
Battle of the Bulge, Iwo Jima, the Doolittle Raid, Attack on Pearl Harbor
Historical Background for the Teachers:
There are several excellent resources to use when researching the D Day invasion or the specific heroic accounts of the American soldiers during World War II.  A good place to start is the National WWII Museum 
(http://www.nationalww2museum.org/education/for-teachers) , another useful website details the stories of the Medal of Honor winners from WWII (http://www.history.army.mil/html/moh/wwII-a-f.html).  Historian Steven Ambrose wrote several excellent books on WWII, for a more in depth look at the day to day struggles of our GI’s any one of these books would be excellent:
-D-Day, June 6, 1944: The Climactic Battle of World War II, New York, Simon & Schuster (1994) ISBN 0-671-88403-4
-Band of Brothers, E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne: From Normandy to Hitler's Eagle's Nest, New York: Simon & Schuster (1992) ISBN 0-671-76922-7
-Citizen Soldiers: The U.S. Army from the Normandy Beaches to the Bulge to the Surrender of Germany, June 7, 1944 - May 7, 1945, New York: Simon & Schuster (1997) ISBN 0-684-81525-7
Of course there many films that can be used as well (though several are very graphic/violent in nature) as either supplemental research or to show the students a visual of what a WWII battle looked like. Here is a brief list:

-Memphis Belle
-The Tuskegee Airmen
-Pearl Harbor
-Saving Private Ryan
-The Band of Brothers (an HBO series)

For a more complete list visit this link((http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_War_II_films)
Do Now Activity: 
Please copy down the key terms in your notebook.
Anticipatory Set: 

What type of behavior or action makes someone a hero?  Do you know any heroes?
Procedures:
1-  Review & discuss student responses to the hero prompt.  (Lead into discussion of American heroes in WWII and the sacrifices that were made by millons).
2- Students will view a brief video on heroes in WWII

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr83gqT3J0w&feature=related  (if you are unable to play or copy this video The History Channel’s Story of Us has an excellent clip on the invasion of Normandy ( http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/playlists/exclusive-video#d-day-invasion)
3- Introduce The Heroes Project (read through the project packet and provide examples).
Closure:

Students will be asked to express any questions, concerns or problems they may have about the project.

Homework:
1- Define the Key Terms
2- Research and determine the Hero that will be the subject of your project (Due Friday)

Assessment: The Hero Project will be worth (1) Test grade.
On the date the project is due, students will participate in a gallery walk.  Each student will display their project for their classmates –they will explain the project and share how and why they created it.  Students will share feedback with each other, write comments and exchange ideas and opinions about the different projects and topics covered. (Provide snacks (optional)- try and create a museum like  atmosphere)
Extension: 
As an optional extension activity, students were given the task to interview a Veteran from WWII (also Veterans from the Vietnam War, Korean War or the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars  were eligible to be interviewed as well. *Sadly, we found finding WWII Veterans in our area difficult).  Students were given additional points on their project if the interview was conducted (video or a recording was required) and well done.
Resources:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_ani_d_day.shtml  interactive map of D Day landings
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/pearlharbor/ax/frameset.html  interactive map of Pearl Harbor Attacks
http://www.worldology.com/Europe/world_war_2_imap.htm  animated map of Europe during WWII
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