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A Student’s Rights in the Constitution
Grade Level: Eighth Grade
United States History
Time Required: The lesson will entail a homework assignment the night before, a lesson for a block period (eighty minutes), and a follow-up activity for homework.  An extension activity will also be offered. 

Lesson Summary:

The focus of the lesson is to teach/relate the United States Constitution to the school experience of eighth grade students.  The students, working in groups, will read a Supreme Court decision involving a student’s rights in the constitution.  Through content-based questions and group discussion, it is expected that the students will have a better understanding how the Constitution plays a role in their lives.
Objectives:
The students should be able to:
1. Understand and explain how decisions of the Supreme Court are chosen, argued, and decided.

2. Use primary sources for information and understanding.

3. Learn about and discussion the pros and cons of a particular Supreme Court decision.

4. Compare and contrast the various Supreme Court decisions discussed in class.

5. Working in groups, complete content-based questions about Supreme Court decisions.

6. Present to their peers, the history and decision of their assigned case.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Supreme court  n.  a branch of government that interprets/forms opinions about laws.
Bethel v. Fraser  n.  a Supreme Court decision that stated that a student’s freedom of speech was not violated when the student was not allowed to use bad language in an assembly.

Tinker  n.  a Supreme Court decision that allowed school students to wear in school arm bands protesting the Vietnam War.

Hazelwood School v. Kulmemeier  n.  a Supreme Court decision that allows school officials to remove from student newspapers words or ideas that are disruptive to the school’s learning environment.

New Rider v. Board  n.  two Pawnee Indian students were suspended for wearing long hair in the tradition of their ancestors.
New Jersey v. TLO  n.  a Supreme Court that allows school officials to search a student.

In locus parentis  n.  the school can and often act as a parent when a student is in school.

Vernonia School v. Acton  n.  a Supreme Court decision that allows schools to test students for drug use using urine samples.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Generally speaking, the Constitution applies equally to everyone, regardless of age, color, race, religion, or any other factor. However, minors are a special category of person, and in many cases, the rights of minors can be suppressed in ways that the rights of adults simply may not be.

The most obvious reason for this is simply age. Or perhaps better stated, maturity. A four-year-old, or even a ten-year-old, cannot make, nor be expected to make, the same sorts of decisions that an adult can make. Where an adult might be perfectly free to wander the streets at night, a child seen wandering the streets at night would be taken into some sort of protective custody, even if against his will.

There are other violations of a minor's rights that on their face seem quite onerous, but for which there are many legal precedents. The most common such violations are of the rights of students. That is, of children attending school. The rights of free speech, free press, free expression, and freedom from unwarranted search and seizure are points of contention between school administrators and students, and have been for decades.

In loco parentis
There are several reasons why violations of student rights are upheld by the courts. One of the most basic reasons is known as in loco parentis. This Latin phrase basically means that while a student is in the custody of a school, the school can and often should act as a parent. In this duty of the school, many decisions can be made that are outside the normal governmental purview. The other basic reason for violation of student rights has to do with the goal of school — to educate. If an act of a student can interfere with the educational process, that act may, in many cases, be suppressed.
Anticipatory Set:
The students were assigned a homework assignment that mirrors the work they will perform in class.  They had to read a history of a Supreme Court decision and answer literal and inferential questions based on the case.
Do Now Activity: 
The Do Now! of the block will ask the students to write about a student right they believe is violated in schools across America by school officials.  The Do Now! will act as an introduction to the day’s lesson.
Procedures:
I.  Previous night’s homework.
a. Supreme Court decision.

i.         Reading

              1.  All the students will read the same court decision of the Supreme Court that involves a student’s right.

ii.        Questions

               2.  The students will answer content-based questions of the reading that mirror the questions of the next day’s lesson.

II.    Day of lesson procedure

a.  Review the Binary Paideia with the students.

b.  Begin the lesson procedure.
i. Do Now!

1. The students will write about one student right they believe is violated in schools across America.

2. A discussion will follow.
ii. Previous night’s homework
1. Students will share and discuss the Supreme Court decision assigned.

2. Teacher will lead a discussion about how Supreme Court decisions can affect the rights of a student.

3. The question packet completed for homework will help introduce the day’s lesson.

iii. Group Work

1. The students will be divided into four stations: one station for each court case.  In

2.  In each station, the students will work cooperatively to read aloud and discuss the   reading of a particular court case of a specific right.

3. The students in each group will answer literal and inferential questions about their case.

4. Next, one student from each group will present their question answers to the class.

5. A discussion will follow.

iv. Exit Strategy

1.  The lesson will end with a 3-2-1 exercise.

Homework:
The students will chose one decision in class they believe was wrong.  In persuasive essay form, they must defend their decision.
Assessment:
The students will be assessed by the Do Now!, the station question packet, and the 3-2-1 exercise.  The students will also be assessed by the classroom observations of the teacher.
Extension:
The students can research their own Supreme Court decision involving the rights of students in the United States Constitution.  The students will use the same question packet from class to further their understanding of their case.
Resources:
The resources used were from various internet sites and the classroom textbook.
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