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The Whiskey Rebellion
Grade Level: 10th grade
United States History
Time Required: 2- 90 minute blocks

Lesson Summary:

Students will learn about the significance of the Whiskey Rebellion to the establishment of federal authority in the new republic.
Objectives:

Students will be able to:
· Explain the nation’s transition from being governed under the Articles of Confederation to the Constitution
· List the precedents George Washington set as the first President 

· Describe the ongoing opposition between Federalists and Anti-Federalists in governing the new nation

· Analyze the significance of the Whiskey Rebellion in establishing the authority of the federal government

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Bond

Excise tax
noun
An indirect tax on a special purchase or luxury item that the seller must pass on 


to the consumer by raising the cost of the good or service offered
Enumerated power
noun
The powers specifically named and delegated to the federal government or 


prohibited to be exercised by the states under the U.S. Constitution
Implied power
noun
A power that is not specifically delegated to the federal government by the U.S.


Constitution but that is implied by the necessary and proper clause to be 



delegated for the purpose of carrying out the enumerated powers

Rebellion
noun
A refusal of obedience or order of a peaceable or violent nature

Revolution
noun
A fundamental change in power or organizational structure taking place in a 


relatively short span of time

Secession 
noun
The act of withdrawing from a union, social organization, or political entity
Speculator
noun
Person who risks money in hopes of a financial profit
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Nearly twenty years after the revolutionary War began; the United States government faced a small-scale revolution by some of its own citizens. As in the previous war, taxes were a central issue. And Alexander Hamilton understood that putting down this rebellion was critical to the life of the nation.

In order to create a self-supporting and effective government, Treasury Secretary Hamilton knew he needed to find a steady source of revenue. He proposed an excise tax on whiskey produced in the United States, and Congress instituted the levy in 1791. In general, the citizens of that time felt negatively toward the idea of taxation. The farmers of western Pennsylvania, many of whom distilled whiskey and profited from its sale, proved outright hostile to the idea.

In July of 1794, a force of disaffected whiskey rebels attacked and destroyed the home of a tax inspector. The rebellion grew in numbers, if not in actions, and threatened to spread to other states. Hamilton knew that the presence of a large and potentially hostile force in Pennsylvania could not be tolerated. If the government were to survive, it would have to show itself capable of keeping control. 

Hamilton advocated the use of military force; President George Washington instead put state militias on the ready and sent in negotiators. When talks proved fruitless, Washington acquiesced to Hamilton's view. A force of 13,000 militia troops, led by Hamilton and Virginia governor Henry Lee, marched into western Pennsylvania. 

By the time the federal force arrived, the rebellion had collapsed and most of the rebels had fled. Two men were convicted of treason and later pardoned by Washington. The fledgling federal government had proven it could keep order -- a necessity if the U.S. was to avoid instability. But many, in particular Thomas Jefferson, thought that this resort to military force was a dangerous mistake. 
Anticipatory Set:
Show pictures of various luxury items that are taxed in modern society such as cigarettes, alcoholic beverages, jewelry, cars, etc. Ask students if they think taxes these items is fair and a good way for a government to make money. Be sure to ask students to explain their reasoning.

Do Now Activity: 
Have students complete a chart listing previous rebellions that they will use to compare to the Whiskey Rebellion. Bacon’s, and Shay’s

Procedures:
Day 1
1. Review and Discuss the position of Federalists and Anti-Federalists surrounding the ratification of the U.S. Constitution

2. Role Play Dialogue from Cicero: “George Washington: First President of the United States”

3. Guided Practice: Have students research the major issue facing the new republic, that of paying off its Revolutionary War Debt
a. Brainstorm with students ways that a government can make money to pay off debt

b. Create questions for students to research related to legislation passed by Congress (see attachments)
c. Homework - Students create a chart listing the legislation, opposition and outcome of Congress’ attempt to raise money for the new government (see attachments)

Day 2

1. Explain to the students that they are going to take a more in depth look at the Whiskey Rebellion, its causes and implications for the future of the government

a. Use PowerPoint presentation to examine rebellion (see attachments)

2. Use the BKWLQ strategy to examine the Whiskey Rebellion from three different perspectives

a. Embedded in Ppt are three texts to use for this activity

b. Examine Propaganda related to the Whiskey Rebellion

c. Use the “Visual Primary Source Analysis Worksheet” along with Whiskey Rebellion era drawings (also available within ppt)
d. Discuss the Consequences and Impact of the Whiskey Rebellion tie it back in the Federalist / Anti-Federalist debate as well as foreshadowing the influence the actions taken by President Washington will have on President Lincoln

Homework:
Day 1 - Students create a “Financing the War Debt Chart” listing the legislation, opposition and outcome of Congress’ attempt to raise money for the new government
Assessment:
· Financing the War Debt Research Questions
· Financing the War Debt Chart

· “Visual Primary Source Analysis Worksheet”

· Quiz

Extension:
Play the song, “Copper Kettle” by Bob Dylan and pass out the lyrics. Have students analyze the song and create their own version. 
Resources:
See attachments
Author of Lesson:
Kira Royster
Resources
Financing the War Debt Research Questions and Chart

1. What was Madison’s plan to raise money for the federal government?

 Who opposed the plan and why?

2. What was Hamilton’s Plan to raise money for the federal government?

 Who opposed the plan and why?

3. What compromise finally settled the congressional debate over Hamilton’s plan?

4. What was the purpose for creating a National Bank? Who was opposed and why?

5. What argument convinced President Washington to sign the Bank Bill into law?

6. What direct tax was passed in 1791, who opposed it and why?

Create a chart listing the issues regarding how to finance the government based on your 
answers to the above questions

	Plan/Supporter
	Opposed by
	Reason for opposition
	Outcome

	Tariff of 1789 / Madison

	Southern Planters
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Visual Primary Source Analysis Worksheet

Using Three Levels of Questioning

	Level 1 Descriptive Questions: What do we see?

	Visuals
	Words (not all sources include words)

	1. List the objects or people you see in the image.
	1. Identify the image’s caption and/or title.

2. Identify words or phrases used to identify objects or

people within the image.

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear

in the image.



	Level 2 Symbolic Evaluative Questions: What does this image mean?

	Visuals
	Words

	1. Which of the objects on your list are symbols?

2. What do you think each symbol means?


	1. Which words or phrases in the image appear to be

the most significant? Why do think so?

2. List the adjectives that describe the actions and/or

emotions portrayed in the image.



	Level 3 Symbolic Interpretive Questions: For whom is this message intended and why?

	A. Describe the action taking place in the image.

B. Explain how the words (if any) in the image clarify the symbols.

C. Explain the message of the image in detail.

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with this message? Why?




Adapted from National Archives and Records Administration Cartoon Analysis Worksheet
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