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What is a Hero? 
Grade Level:  
9th – 12th Grades - United States History in ESL 
Time Required: 
2 Class Blocks (90 minutes per block)

Lesson Summary:
Students will be asked “What is a Hero? They will also be asked to describe the characteristics of a hero and develop a class definition of a hero. Students will read stories and identify who the hero is and why. Students will identify heroes in their lives and express why they are heroes to them. Students will make a distinction between a hero, celebrity and superhero.

Working in small groups, students will be investigating American heroes through various media resources.  Students will be introduced to the book, “50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet” by Dr. Dennis Denenberg and Lorraine Roscoe.  Each group of students will be required to complete an in-depth project on their hero. Students will be required to write a brief biography (five to seven paragraphs) of the hero they have selected.  Finally, students will be required to present their project and a brief oral report of their hero to the class. More advanced students will, take the biographical information of their product and incorporate them into the ongoing (year-long) ESL Class video game project as a level based on American History. 
Objectives: Students will be able to

· Identify the characteristics of a hero.

· Develop a definition of a hero.

· Identify the hero in a story.

· Name heroes in their lives and express why those people are heroes to them. 
· Distinguish between a hero, celebrity and superhero.

· Identify what their hero accomplished in their life.

· Identify what their hero contributed to society.

· Identify how their hero impacted our society.

· Identify at least 3 things they learned about their hero.

· Understand the message their hero conveys.

Key Terms:
Hero 
Celebrity

Superhero

Character Traits

Contributions

Accomplishments

Impact 
History
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Students understand the importance of individual actions and good character traits.  Students can explain how heroes in our past and present have contributed to our society and how they have impacted our lives.  

Procedures:
Day 1:

1.  Introduction (Brainstorming)

a. At the top of a piece of chart part write the question “What is a Hero?” As students answer, write their responses on the chart paper. 
2. Description of  a hero
a. On a piece of chart paper create a web graphic organizer with “hero” in the center circle. Have students provide adjectives that describe a hero and record these descriptions on the graphic organizer.  This is a great tool for the visual learners in the class.

3. Definition

a. Write a summary of the descriptions on a piece of chart paper.

b. Read several hero definitions from different dictionaries as a foundation.

c. As a class, come up with a definition of a hero.
d. Have students write this definition in a hero’s notebook or folder, for future reference.

4. Identify and name heroes

a. Have students name some heroes.

b. Why are they heroes?

c. Distinguish between a hero, celebrity and superhero.

i. Approach these distinctions in a positive manner, assuring students that they have their special place and importance. Refer to a dictionary for definitions of a celebrity and superhero.
ii. On chart paper create three columns- hero – celebrity – superhero.

iii. Ask students to provide names of individuals for each category. 

5. Read a hero story in class.

a. Have students identify the hero in the story and tell why they are a hero.

b. Students will be given stories to read. Each pair will make a list of the main characters in their stories. They will specify who is the hero and why. Students will then tell if they agree or disagree that the hero is a hero and why.
c.  Present some of these reports to the class with a brief summary of the story. 

6. Introduce the book, “50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet” by Dr. Dennis Denenberg and Lorraine Roscoe. This will help engage the students in reading about and selecting their hero.
7. Divide students in groups of two. Each group will have an opportunity to review the “50 American Heroes” book and select a hero.

8. Each pair of students will be required to complete an in-depth project on their hero.

Day 2: 

1. Students will select a project from the “56 Hero Project Ideas” list. 

2. Students will make of list of all materials needed to complete their project.

3. Students will begin working on their projects.:
4. Students will continue to work on their projects. 
5. Students will be required to write a brief biography (five to seven paragraphs) of their hero.
6. Finally, students will be required to present their project and a brief oral report of their hero to the class.
7. Students who have completed their work early will adapt their Heroes projects to digital format and incorporate them into the Classroom Video Game Project. 
Homework:
· Students will read about and gather information about their hero.
· Students will obtain the materials they will need to complete their project.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed using a given rubric that must be followed to project completion. The rubric will be utilized as the final and formal assessment of their project. Daily informal assessments will take place to observe how students are working together on their projects.  
Extension:
Incorporating technology and culture due to the ELL nature of the course. 
Resources:
RPG Maker XP Software Program 
Google Earth
Denenberg, Dr. Dennis and Roscoe, Lorraine, 2006, 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet 

http://www2.cicerohistory.com
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/ksd/de/research/heroes.html
http://www.usa-hero.com/ 
http://www.google.com/ 

http://www.truveo.com/search?query=superheroes%20history&flv=1#superheroes%20history%20
Microsoft Power Point
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