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Viewing Society Through the Eyes of Children
Grade Level: Ninth Grade
Literature
Time Required: One 80 minute block

Lesson Summary:

As a continuation of a unit entitled “The Front Lines of Justice,” I introduced students to events surrounding the civil rights movement, by presenting them with real life accounts from the 1960’s.  These personal accounts were from teenagers who witnessed the actions of the Freedom Riders, and the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing.    
Objectives:
Students should be able to:
1. Make connections between the text and the society it reflects.

2. Make inferences related to the feelings of police, protestors, and other Americans during these events. 
3. Distinguish between fact and opinion in text.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Civil Rights

Protestors
Segregation

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Since this lesson focuses on personal accounts of two major events from the civil rights movement, the teacher should have a general background of the political climate, and culture of the time.  The most important aspect to focus on is the fact that even though the Supreme Court ruled in 1961 that segregation on interstate buses was illegal, it was not being enforced.  This is imperative when discussing the Freedom Riders, as the entire movement was based on testing this law in the south.
The Freedom Riders were an interracial group that rode on interstate buses throughout the south in an attempt to see if the law was being followed.  On May 20, 1961, a bus carrying the Freedom Riders arrived in Montgomery, Alabama.  The bus was attacked by a mob while the police allowed it to happen.  Although the Freedom Riders were beaten viciously, the police did not intervene, and the “white” ambulances would not help the victims.  As a response, federal marshals were sent in to enforce the law since the city police had abdicated.  The following night, a rally was held at the First Baptist Church, and the marshals held back an angry crowd that began throwing bricks and chanting for the people to come out.  The marshals used tear gas to help control the crowd, and in the end, incredible bloodshed was avoid as a result of their presence.
On September 15, 1963, a bomb exploded at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama.  Four African-American girls were killed Denise McNair (11), Addie Mae Collins (14), Carole Robertson (14), and Cynthia Wesley (14).  The event received publicity across the nation, and was a driving force in the passing of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Anticipatory Set:

Engage students in a class discussion related to segregation and Martin Luther King Jr.

Remind students that nonfiction means the events we will be reading about actually happened. 

Do Now Activity: 

Students will complete a journal entry related to racial strife in the 1960’s.

Procedures:
I. Previous Night’s Homework 
a. Students will use the internet to conduct research on the Freedom Riders.  Research will consist of purpose, origin, and results of the freedom rides.
II. Day of Lesson Procedure

a. Do Now
b. Whole Group: Teacher will lead a class discussion based on the “Do Now” and homework.  Students will share what they know about the civil rights movement, the south in the 1960’s, and specifically segregation.  This information will be recorded on the board.  Students will then share the information they found regarding the Freedom Riders.  Students will make predictions about what they will discover in the personal accounts we are going to read. 
c. Small Group: In groups of three or four, students will receive a graphic organizer and a nonfictional personal account of what happened when the Freedom Riders arrived in Montgomery, Alabama in 1961.  Students will read the document in their group, making sure to underline important details related to the reaction of the police.  This information will then be used to make inferences, and complete graphic organizers.  Each group will then receive an account of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing.  After each group reads their account, they will report out to the rest of the class
d. Conclusion: Students will be asked to make connections between the different accounts, pointing out similarities and differences.  Teacher will wrap up the conversation and assign the homework.
Homework:
Pretending to be friends with one of the victims from the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing, students will write a short sympathy letter to the family.  In order to make it more personal, they will write about the emotions they had while reading the story, as well as include specific information about the victim. 
Assessment:
Teacher will check sympathy letters, checking for specific details from the text to make sure that each student was able to separate their own opinions, from the facts surrounding the event.
Students will complete a graphic organizer that will combine what they learned from the reading with what they already knew, to make an inference. 
Extension:
Students will have the option to conduct additional research on the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing.  Using credible sources, students will find additional personal accounts of the bombing.  They will then select one to present to the class.  During the presentation, they will pretend to be the individual whom they research.  For extra credit, they may choose to dress in clothing of the 1960’s. 

Resources:
Websites:

www.bponline.org/resources/Digital_Project/SixteenthStBaptistBomb.asp
www.splcenter.org/civil-rights-memorial/civil-rights-martyrs
www.org/wgbh/americanexperience/freedomriders

Handouts: 
Personal Accounts (Excerpts from Freedom’s Children by Ellen Levine)
Graphic Organizers
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