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Grade Level: 9/10
United States History
Time Required: Four days (based on 80-minute blocks) 
Lesson Summary:

This small-group activity gives students the opportunity to create a Constitution, and Bill of Rights,

           for a colony which has gained its independence from a ruling country.  The process will simulate the

           decision-making process experienced by the American colonists after gaining their independence from 

           British rule.
 Objective:


Students should be able to:  
1. Create a name for a newly-formed republic (6.1)  

2. Create a Constitution (6.2)

3. Create a Bill of Rights (6.2)

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	



Key Terms:   

Articles of Confederation
 n.  Laws which established a limited national government,

                                                     later replaced by the U.S. Constitution                                                     

Democracy
                  n.  Government by the people

Republic
                  n.  Government run by the people through elected   

                                                      representatives

U. S. Constitution                   n.  Plan of government that describes the different parts of 

                                                     the government and their duties and powers, established  

                                                     in 1787.

Amendment
                  v.  n.  a formal statement.  

Separation of Power                n.  The Constitutional allotting of powers within the federal 

                                                       government among the legislative, executive, and  

                                                       judicial branches

Checks and Balances               n.  System in which each of the branches of the federal 

                                                      government can check the actions of the other branches

Bill of Rights

             n.  First ten amendments to the Constitution, which protect citizens’

                                                      basic rights and freedoms.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
After The Second Continental Congress declared its independence from Britain, it realized that it also needed to establish a new form of government, which resulted in the creation of The Articles of Confederation.  This was America’s first attempt at establishing a document that would create a new form of government, and as a result of trial and error, its founders realized that a different type of government was needed in order to effectively run this newly-established, independent country. This resulted in the creation of the U. S. Constitution.

The Constitution, which was originally drafted by the Constitutional Convention in 1787, defines the United States of America.  This document established our system of government by creating three branches of government: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial, with limited but generous grants of power to operate directly on individual citizens.  However, it took many years of struggle and compromise in order to create this document, as we know it today.

The conflict over the Constitution arose between those who supported it, the Federalists, and those who opposed it, the Anti-Federalists.  There were many issues in which these two groups disagreed, such as the power of the states versus general government, the protection of liberties, as well as adequate representation in government and who would be chosen to hold these positions.  However, the major point of contention was the lack of a Bill of Rights. While some Federalists believed that a bill of rights was not needed because the Constitution gave the federal government no power over individual rights, the Anti-Federalist and many of those who backed the Constitution believed otherwise.

After much debate, a compromise was agreed upon in which the Anti-Federalists would prepare a list of amendments that they would send to the First Congress to meet under the Constitution, and the Federalists pledged to back to amendments.  Ten of the amendments were ratified in 1791, and became the Bill of Rights

Anticipatory Set:
Students should be placed in groups of three or four in preparation for creating their own Constitution and Bill of Rights.

Do Now Activity: 

Create a name for your newly-formed republic (Students should brainstorm what they would call their country, as if they were in the process of gaining their independence, similar to what took place during the American 

Revolution). 
Procedures:
I. Day of Lesson Procedure

a. Review the Paideia with the students.

b. Give each group a copy of the U. S. Constitution, including the Preamble and Articles 1-3.  Students should focus on the three branches of government, and how their roles will affect their new country. (Article 1 can be divided between two students because of its length).

i. Each student should select an Article to focus on, and use as an example of how they would like to establish their country’s government.

II. Day 2 of the Lesson Procedure 

            a.  Students will conclude their work on individual assignments within their small groups, focusing on

     the characteristics of their respective branch of government.


i.   Each student should be prepared to discuss and provide details of their assignment with the                   

                 group in preparation for finalization of the portion of the project on Day 3.

III. Day 3 of the Lesson Procedure

a. Students will work with members of their small group to determine what amendments they would like to make to their constitution, which would serve as their Bill of Rights.

i. Students should complete the final portion of the project today and be prepared to make

                              their  presentations on Day 4.            

IV. Day 4 of the Lesson Procedure

 a.   Each group will present their Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

Each day, students should continue to work on their portion of the assignment for homework, including additional research, in order to make effective use of class time.
Homework:
Compare/contrast the U.S. Bill of Rights to the Bill of Rights created by your small group, using a Venn Diagram.

Assessment:
Each group will present the Constitution and Bill of Rights created by their group, and will be graded based on the collaboration and oral presentation rubric.  Class discussion will follow the completion of all presentations.

Extension:
Students will research the Constitution/Bill of Rights from countries such as France, and its Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, and compare/contrast it to the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Resources:
http://www.archivesgov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution.html
http://www.house.gov/house/Educate.shtml
www.ConstitutionFacts.com
Teacher Resources:

New Jersey State Bar Foundation, “Historical Documents of New Jersey and the United States,”

www.njsbf.org
www.ConstitutionFacts.com
www.Rubrics.com
Author of Lesson:
Vanessa J. Adams
Plainfield Academy for the Arts and Advanced Studies
Walt Whitman Historical Literacy Fellowship
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