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Multiple Perspectives: 

Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears
Grade Level: 7-12
United States History
Time Required: 3-4 class periods

Lesson Summary:

This activity includes primary and secondary sources as well as appropriate informational text in order to describe the Trail of Tears from multiple perspectives.  After analyzing a primary source related to those individuals or groups affected or involved in Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears, the students will evaluate and synthesize what they have learned in order to compose a condensed poem based on painting depicting the Trail of Tears.  

Objectives:
Evaluate and assess the reasons given to remove Native Americans from their ancestoral lands. 

Analyze the change in United States government policy towards Native Americans from Washington to Jackson. 

Compare and contrast different primary source documents on the same topic. 

Make connections between the removal of Native Americans and the theory of "Manifest Destiny."
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Cherokee Nation
	Westward Expansion (1815-1860)
	United States

	Confederation
	Politeia/Regime
	National Federal Republic

	Cherokee National Council
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White male citizens

	Cherokee Constitution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	U.S. Constitution

	Loyalty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Individualism; self-discipline; self-reliance

	


Key Terms:
Jacksonian Democracy
n.
A movement for more democracy in American government in the 1830s. Led by President Andrew Jackson, this movement championed greater rights for the common man and was opposed to any signs of aristocracy in the nation. Jacksonian democracy was aided by the strong spirit of equality among the people of the newer settlements in the South and West. It was also aided by the extension of the vote in eastern states to men without property; in the early days of the United States, many places had allowed only male property owners to vote. 
Indian Removal Act (1830)
n.
authorized the federal government to negotiate treaties with eastern tribes exchanging their lands for land in the West. All costs of migration and financial aid to assist resettlement were supposed to be provided by the United States government. 
Cherokee Nation v. State of Georgia (1831) 
n.
Supreme Court case concerning a dispute over Georgia's attempt to extend its jurisdiction over Cherokee territory, Chief Justice John Marshall denied Indians the right to court protection because they are not subject to the laws of the Constitution. 
Worcester v. State of Georgia (1832) 
n.
 Supreme Court case concerning a missionary living among the Cherokees, Samuel A. Worcester, who was jailed for refusing to follow a Georgia law requiring all whites residing on Indian land to swear an oath of allegiance to the state. In ruling against Georgia's actions, Chief Justice John Marshall wrote that Indian tribes must be treated "as nations" by the national government and that state laws "can have no force" on their territories. However, Georgia kept Worcester in jail.  When President Andrew Jackson was asked to enforce the decision, he responded, "The Chief Justice has made his ruling; now let him enforce it."
Trail of Tears
n.
forced removal of the Cherokee from Georgia to the Indian Territory of the West 
Treaty of New Echota

n.
treaty signed on December 29, 1835, in New Echota, Georgia by officials of the United States government and representatives of a minority Cherokee political faction.  The treaty was amended and ratified in March 1836. The treaty established terms under which the entire Cherokee Nation was expected to move west to the Indian Territory. Although it was not approved by the Cherokee National Council, it was ratified by the U.S. Senate and became the legal basis for the forcible removal known as the Trail of Tears.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
In 1828, Andrew Jackson was elected as President of the United States, signifying the end of the Revolutionary War era of presidents.  Unlike most of his predecessors, Jackson believed that the Indians should move west to make room for white settlers settling in the newly acquired lands by the United States.  He urged Congress to pass the Indian Removal Act of 1830 to clear Indians living east of the Mississippi River to Indian Territory, which is now known as Oklahoma.  

Although many tribes did not put up much resistance to this policy, the Cherokee decided to take their case against removal to the Georgia court system.  When Georgia refused to recognize treaties which had been signed between the United States government and the Cherokee tribe, they appealed to the United States Supreme Court.  In Worcester v. Georgia, the Supreme Court upheld the Cherokees’ treaty rights to stay in their own land.  However, President Jackson did not enforce the Court’s decision.  Some groups, like those led by Black Hawk in Illinois and the Saux and Fox Indians of Wisconsin Territory, resisted with arms. Their resistance did not work. They were forced to march on what is now known as the Trail of Tears to Indian Territory.  It is estimated that about four thousand out of the more than 17,000 Cherokee died from starvation, disease, and harsh winter weather conditions.  
Anticipatory Set:
Students will view the following images:
1. President Washington joins in a procession to lay the Capitol cornerstone in a Masonic ceremony, 1793 found at http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/Exhibitions/online/1789-to-1815/images-of-the-era-1789-1815/34-president-washington-joins-in-a-procession.html
2. Andrew Jackson: Traveling to Washington for 1829 inauguration found at http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/123339/Andrew-Jackson-on-his-way-to-Washington-DC-for-his
Then, they will answer the following questions:

What three words describe the image of President Washington?  What three words describe the image of President Jackson?  Name two ways that you think the United States has changed from the first president to the seventh president based on these two images.
Do Now Activity: 
Using a computer or laptop and projector, we will go to the website http://www.classzone.com/cz/books/amer_hist_1914/get_chapter_group.htm?cin=3&rg=animations&at=animated_history&var=animated_history
and click on Chapter 12: Removal of Southeast Tribes, 1820-1840.  This animated map provides the students with the tribes and routes involved in Indian removal from 1820 to 1840.   After the animated map is completed, we will answer the two questions provided based on the information shown on the map and the graph provided. 

Procedures:
1. Students will use their textbooks in order to gain background information about Andrew Jackson, the events leading to Indian Removal, and the Trail of Tears.  They will record this information by creating a chain of events flowchart.
2. Students will be placed in groups of three to five students.  Each group will be given a primary source document related to the Trail of Tears.  This set of documents represents eight different viewpoints on Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears. 

3. Students will read and discuss their group’s assigned document.  They will use the “Look, Record, Conclude” form to guide their discussion and to record their analysis of the document.  

4. Each group’s spokesperson will summarize their analysis in the “Indian Removal From Different Points of View” graphic organizer.  They will use this summary to present their findings to the class.  As each group presents, one of the group members will record this information on the overhead projector, so other students in the audience can view it and record it as well.
5. Closure: Students will compose a condensed poem based on either one or both of the following paintings:  Shadow of the Owl, Trail of Tears by Robert Lindneux and Trail of Tears by Max Standley found at  http://wthrockmorton.com/2011/03/01/the-trail-of-tears-remembered/ Directions for the condensed poem are included below.
Homework:
LETTER TO PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON
Imagine that you are a Cherokee child whose family is about to embark on the Trail of Tears. Your family has heard the horror stories of the families that are already on the Trail. Based on what you have seen and read, write a 5 paragraph persuasive letter to President Andrew Jackson asking him to allow your family to stay in the land it loves and considers home. In your letter, use specific information/quotes in order to support your argument. 

Assessment:
Group: Completion of analysis form for group’s assigned document.
Individual: Completion of condensed poem.
Extension: 
1.
BEFORE AND AFTER DRAWING

Create an original before and after drawing.  

· Before: the life of a Cherokee Indian before the Indian Removal Act of 1830 and the Trail of Tears

· After: the life of a Cherokee Indian as he/she is traveling to Indian Territory on the Trail of Tears

OR

2.
SOUVENIR BAG

Create a bag full of objects that a Cherokee Indian might have carried on the Trail of Tears.  Your bag should contain the following:

· 5-8 objects

· 3-sentence description of each object and why it was brought on the Trail of Tears.

Resources:



Jacksonian democracy. (n.d.). The American Heritage® New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, Third Edition. Retrieved April 30, 2011, from Dictionary.com website: http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Jacksonian democracy
Image- President Washington joins in a procession to lay the Capitol cornerstone in a Masonic ceremony, 1793 found at http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/Exhibitions/online/1789-to-1815/images-of-the-era-1789-1815/34-president-washington-joins-in-a-procession.html
Image- Andrew Jackson: Traveling to Washington for 1829 inauguration found at http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/123339/Andrew-Jackson-on-his-way-to-Washington-DC-for-his
All written primary source documents can be found at http://www.cherokee.org and http://www.teachushistory.org/indian-removal/resources

Shadow of the Owl, Trail of Tears by Robert Lindneux, Trail of Tears by Max Standley, and related images found at http://wthrockmorton.com/2011/03/01/the-trail-of-tears-remembered/

Animated Map- Removal of Southeast Tribes, 1820-1840 can be found at http://www.classzone.com/cz/books/amer_hist_1914/get_chapter_group.htm?cin=3&rg=animations&at=animated_history&var=animated_history
“Look, Record, Conclude” form adapted from Library of Congress’ Teaching with Primary Sources Northern Virginia Partnership website found at http://www.tpsnva.org/
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Condensed Poem- The Trail of Tears

1. Examine the painting related to the Trail of Tears.  List at least 20 descriptive words.  Nouns, adjectives and verbs are all fine.

2. Now look at your list and cross out 10 words, leaving the 10 that you like best of your list.

3. Now, cross out another 5 words, leaving the best five words of the list with which to work.

4. Take your five words and order them so that you like the way they sound and the sense that they make as they are read one after the other.

The poems can be left in this form, or you can now build them up into five lines by developing a poem line for each word.

Example: 








Your Poem:

Bright 

Flames

Shining

Night 

Sky

CAN BECOME

Bright (burning buildings)

Flames (licking the air)

Shining (like a beacon)

(lighting) the Night

(setting the) Sky (on fire)


Look, Record, Conclude

Step 1. Look carefully at your historical source. 

Step 2. Record notes about what you see. 

Step 3. Conclude what the source may be telling you.

What is this? Information about the source:

Title and Author/Creator:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________

Date when this source was made:  _____________________________

Purpose/Why was this source made?:  ________________________________

What information does this source provide? In the text, circle four things or actions that are important. List the four things and/or actions that you noticed. 
1. ________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________

What might this tell you about people living at this time?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

What do you already know about the time period when this was created?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Write down at least 2 conclusions that you have made about this source.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Because Chief John Ross says…





Because a petition by a group of ladies in Steubenville, Ohio says…





Indian Removal from Different Points of View





Because Major General Winfield Scott says… 





Because Private John G. Burnett says…





Because Andrew Jackson says…





Because the Supreme Court says…





Indian Removal from Different Points of View





Because Congress says… 





Because Chief John Ridge says…
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