                                                                                                                                                           [image: image1.jpg]Walt Whitman
Historical Licy Fellowship
WaltWhitmanHistoricalLtericyFellowship. org





                            TAH Grant Lesson Plan                                            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literature Reflecting Society
Grade Level: Bridges to Literature (9th grade course taken prior to Literature I)
Time Required: 120 minutes which is half of a 4 hour block

Lesson Summary:


In an effort to help students understand how people’s views of one another as well as the themes within society during the 1960’s impacted the way of life during this time period they will be introduced to the major events that transpired during the 1960’s.  Introducing students to this information and these concepts are necessary in order to build background knowledge prior to reading S.E. Hinton’s novel The Outsiders.
Objectives:
1. 
Students will develop knowledge related to the 1960’s and how the turmoil during that time period impacted the literature associated to that time. 

2.  Students will develop vocabulary appropriate to reading, writing and speaking proficiency through interactive discussion.

3.
 Students will connect what is read to personal experience and the world 
     beyond the classroom by responding to open ended questions.

Key Terms/Concepts:

Connotation

Denotation

The Cold War 

Vietnam 

The Youth Revolt 

Civil Rights 

Women’s Rights 

Fashion 

Music 

Film

Moral Changes
Historical Background for the Teachers:
In order to teach this lesson, it is important that the teacher focus on three major concepts: segregation, economics, and education.  Since this lesson is not designed for a history class, but instead will be taught to freshmen English students, teachers will only provide a brief historical background for each of these concepts.  Examples of each will be found throughout the novel.  Although there are three concepts listed above, each will be connected by the common theme of prejudice.

The early 1960’s in America was a time of hope, energy, and prosperity. It was a time when the United States settled confidently into its role as a superpower of military might and financial clout. “It is a time for new problems and new opportunities,” the new president, John F. Kennedy, told the nation in 1960.

Unemployment was between five and six percent in the first half of the decade, and inflation hovered between one and two percent. The gross national product – the value of goods produced by the national workforce – increased almost 36% between 1960 and 1965, and salaries increased about 20% during the same period. Generally, people had more money than ever before and more goods available to spend it on.

Transcontinental and intercontinental travel became easy and efficient for the first time. A round trip ticket from Chicago to Miami was $74.40. Fifty-eight million of the nation’s sixty-two million households had television sets. Civil rights, equal rights for women, and the war o poverty were the domestic issues. Interest in foreign affairs was dominated by the increasing of the Cold War; and in the last half of the decade, it was the war in Vietnam.

Unfortunately, there was a dark side to the 1960’s. The violence of the Civil Rights movement embedded itself in other ways within the society. Veterans retuned from the Vietnam War to find themselves out of place or even unwanted in their communities. Drug use became an epidemic that killed thousands of people and ruined many more lives. Any product of science and technology could be put to evil uses as well as benevolent ones. Art productions could be violent, obscene, and could serve to needlessly traumatize viewers, especially the young. Poverty was not only costly and inflationary, but it also created a class of people who were dependent on the system, and passed that dependency on to their children. Women were relatively free to pursue careers, but the burden of domestic responsibilities remained primarily on women. And, the divorce rate was the highest it had ever been.

Much of the optimism had gone out of American life by the end of the 1960’s. It was replaced by grief, cynicism, and fear. John F. Kennedy, the president who had symbolized the hope of America; Martin Luther King, Jr., the Nobel Prize winner who had promoted nonviolence when addressing social injustices; Malcolm X, the forceful advocate of Black pride; and Robert Kennedy, the presidential candidate who promised peace and order, were all assassinated during the 1960’s.

Anticipatory Set:

Students will become engaged as they learn about the power of words through connotation/denotation, reviewing advertisements, personally reflecting on words that impacting their lives and reading about significant events in history that are associated with society’s viewpoints and reactions to themes in history. 

Do Now Activity: 

Students will make a personal connection to the suggestive power of others and their perceptions as they write about an instance where someone elses words impacted them in either a positive or negative way.

Procedures:
	Anticipated Times*

(120-minutes )
	Sequence of Instruction
	Activities Checklist

	10 minutes
	Get Started
Write about a time in your life that you have been positively or negatively influenced by another person.
	· Write in journal
· Grammar editing exercise

	10 minutes
	Engage
Before class, put 15-20 ads around the room and number them. Have students write down a top five list and list some things (5-10) that they have in common. Also write down a worst five list and write down the things that they have in common.
	· Display object/ picture

	10 minutes
	Explore
Discuss the findings in small groups and have each group report on their findings to the full group. Be sure to discuss intended audience.
	· Brainstorm

	15 minutes
	Explanation
· Explain connotation, discuss positive and negative

· Discuss how words have power to influence a person’s life, self-fulfilling prophecies

· Have students pick five positive phrases about themselves (Words Have Power)
· Students will design a paper that artistically depicts the phrases and terms that they have selected to describe themselves.
· Have students put finished pages on wall or bulletin board.
	· Interactive discussion
· Power of Words Activity



	5 minutes
	Introduce

Read short biography about SE Hinton. Note that The Outsiders is written about gangs. It is written in first person of a teenage boy by a female author.
	· Read aloud

	35 minutes
	Practice Together

Read short essay on the 1960’s (The Sixties In America).  Students will jigsaw the handout which includes an except on each one of the following concepts:  The Cold War, Vietnam, The Youth Revolt, Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, Fashion, Music, Film,  & Moral Changes.  As students jigsaw they will summarize their portion of the text.  
	· Jigsaw reading

	15 minutes
	Presentation – Reporting Out 

Students will report out to the class regarding the importance/significance that their section has on society.
	· Presentation

	10 minutes
	Evaluate Understanding (Daily/Weekly/
Post-Assessment)

Students respond to this question in writing:

Based on your reading, what are two things that would have affected the lives of teenagers in the 1960s?
	· Open-ended question


	10 minutes
	Closing Activities
Write two words which you feel have influence. Explain in a sentence if each word has a positive or negative influence.
	· Exit slip

	
	Homework

Read Chapters 1-2 in The Outsiders
	· Homework

	
	Resources/Materials:

· 15-20 ads from newspapers and/or magazines
	


Homework:
Students will tie all of the information they learned in class today as well as utilize background knowledge as they read chapter 1-2 from S.E. Hinton’s novel The Outsiders. 

Assessment:
1.  Do Now Activity
2.  Power of Words Activity

3.  Jigsaw Activity

4.  Presentation (reporting out) 

5.  Open Ended Questions

6.  Exit Slip
Extension:

Students will select one of the concepts (The Cold War, Vietnam, The Youth Revolt, Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, Fashion, Music, Film, & Moral Changes) that they learned about today during the jigsaw activity.  They will then take the topic they have selected and create a PowerPoint based upon the significance the events had on society during the 1960’s.  

Resources:

1.  15 -20 ads from newspapers and magazines

2.  American: 1960-1969, by Richard Layman.
3.  The Sixties in America, by Carl Singleton.

4.  The 1960’s Counterculture in America, by Neil A. Hamilton
Handouts:

Words Have Power

S.E. Hinton: Biography

The Sixties In America

Author of Lesson:

Jamie Delaney
