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I See Dead People – From History
Grade Level: 10th Grade
U.S. History I
Time Required: 3 days

Lesson Summary:


Ironically, this lesson is meant to help history come alive for students, by having them research people who have died in their area, to look for a person(s) with historical significance. 
Objectives:
Students should be able to:
1. Make connections between their history class and their own lives, or the lives of the people in their community.
2. Use the internet to do research.

3. Identify people who have impacted history from the community.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Historical significance
Tombstone

Tracing

Genealogy
Ancestral

Inscriptions

Historical Background for the Teachers:
The path to tracing history recapitulates life: it leads to the graveyard. Vast amounts of genealogical, cultural and historical information can be obtained from the funerary materials in burial grounds. The inscriptions on the grave markers, of course, provide insight about the individuals they memorialize, but so too do the markers themselves. And when the materials in a cemetery are examined collectively, they reflect the social history of the ancestral community, yielding clues about socioeconomic status, ethnic-cultural backgrounds and religious beliefs. 

Standard genealogical resources (such as deeds, tax records, census-records, marriage licenses and baptism records--all before 1865) often disappoint researchers. However, that does not mean people should not try. Quite often not only is the life and times of a deceased person memorialized in those records, but the entire history of a community and/or country can be contained in them.
Moreover, the tombstones themselves can reveal much about a person and how they lived and/or died. Many times the inscriptions themselves provide clues to historical events that occurred, such as war, famine, and disease.
Cemeteries provide the researcher with a wealth of information about the historical significance of people, places, and events.
Anticipatory Set:

Do you see dead people?
Did you ever go into a cemetery looking for people you don’t know? Do you want to?

Do you have what it takes to be of historical significance in your lifetime?

What will be your legacy?
Do Now Activity: 

What do you want people to remember about you after your time on Earth is up?
Procedures:
I. Previous Night’s Homework 
a. Students will use the internet to conduct research on cemeteries and gravestones to learn what information can be yielded by studying them. 
II. Day of Lesson Procedure

a. Do Now
b. Whole Group: The teacher will lead a class discussion based on the homework.  Selected student findings will be placed on the left side of the board.  The teacher will then ask students to volunteer some information from the “K” column of their KWL chart on cemeteries and gravestones.  These responses will be placed on the right side of the board.  Finally, students will look at the information on the board and try to find similarities and connections between the two sides.  Using these connections, students will make predictions about what they will find when they take a trip to the cemetery.
c. Small Group: In groups of three or four, students will choose five names from the gravestones at the cemetery.  Upon returning from the cemetery, in their groups, they will research those names on the internet.  Each group will write a two sentence summary of each person’s life. If the person’s life was of some historical significance the students will research the events the person was involved in and write a brief summary to be shared with the class.
Students will introduce the people that they researched and share the information about those persons to the class.

d. Conclusion: Each group will turn in their summaries, and briefly explain what they learned by doing this assignment. Students will also share how they felt about going to the cemetery and researching dead people. They will share their expectations about the assignment and whether or not those expectations were correct or not. Teacher will wrap up the conversation and assign the homework.
Homework:
Students will write a one page reflection paper about the I See Dead People – From History assignment. 
Assessment:
The teacher will check the students’ summaries to make sure that each person and/or group came to the same conclusions about the assignment. 
Students will be called on to share their conclusions and a discussion will take place related to the significance and usefulness of using cemeteries to do historical research. 
Extension:
Students will imagine that they are historians researching themselves two hundred years from now and will describe their own historical significance and the events in which they were involved in the past.
Resources:
Websites:

http://www.interment.net/ - Cemetery Records Online - Search and browse cemetery burial records from thousands of cemeteries across the world.

http://www.findagrave.com/ - Find Famous Graves - See the graves of thousands of famous people from around the world.  
http://distantcousin.com/Cemetery/NJ/ - Welcome to New Jersey Cemeteries at DistantCousin. Below are links to free online New Jersey archived genealogy records.

Handouts:

KWL Chart
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