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Heroes Cemetery 

Grade Level: Alternative High School grades 9-12
United States History
Time Required: (3) 2 hour blocks

Lesson Summary:

After studying the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States students will visit the Friends Meeting House Cemetery on East Hanover Street directly across the street from the school. Students will make headstone rubbings using construction paper and crayons of historical headstones and George Clymer signer of both documents. Students will also visit the inside of the Quaker church which was erected in 1739 and was occupied by the British during the Revolutionary War. Students will then make headstones of 19th century heroes to introduce their classmate to these historical figures.
Objectives:
Students will be able to:

Investigate the creation of a new American government (people, documents, branches, etc.)

Examine how the historical events of the colonial period shaped the United States

Understand New Jersey's role in the American Revolution 
Create an original epitaph to honor a 19th century historical american hero.
Key Terms:
Epitaph - is a short text honoring a deceased person, strictly speaking that is inscribed on their tombstone or plaque, but also used figuratively. Some are specified by the dead person beforehand, others chosen by those responsible for the burial. An epitaph may be in poem verse; poets have been known to compose their own epitaphs prior to their death.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
The Declaration of Independence

The Constitution of the United States

The Friends Meeting House

George Clymer

Historical Figures of the 19th Century  

Anticipatory Set:
Students have visited a historical cemetery.
Do Now Activity: 
Journal Writing Topic : What five words describe you? What accomplishments do you want others to remember about you?  Use this information to write an epitaph about yourself. Be creative and write a poem about yourself that rhymes and could be written on a headstone.

Procedures:
Epitaph Activity

To preview the next 70 years of American History 1800-1870, we are going to research famous names that appear in our history books and create headstones with epitaphs describing that person’s role in history.

Example:

Epitaph that Thomas Jefferson himself composed: 

Here was buried Thomas Jefferson, Author of the Declaration of Independence, of the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, and the Father of the University of Virginia.
What you must include on your epitaph:

Here Lies....
Born....
Died....
Husband or Wife of....
Father or Mother of.... 
Famous for....
Will Always Be Remembered for….

Important to American History because….

Character Traits Include….
A Hero because….
Find or draw at least three (3) pictures depicting your person.

	Abraham Lincoln

Andrew Jackson

Fredrick Douglass

Phyllis Wheatley

Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Thomas Jefferson

Elizabeth Blackwell

Benjamin Franklin

Meriwether Lewis


	Harriet Beecher Stowe

William Clark

Chief Joseph

Sacagawea

Susan B. Anthony

Tecumseh

Harriet Tubman

Nat Turner

Sojourner Truth

Eli Whitney



● Each student will pick out of a hat to determine which historical figure they will research and will use a 2 hour block to find the information.

● Students will pre-write their information on the activity page and peer edit the information.

● Students will then cut out of black construction paper a headstone and create a memorial for their historical figure including their research and related pictures.
● Students will read their headstones to the class and place their headstones in the Historical Heroes Cemetery for the school to visit and pay their respects. 


Homework:
Asking a parent or using the internet, write down 3 other historical locations in the city of Trenton. Copy a picture of the location and the address of the location to share with the class. 
Assessment:
   19th Century Epitaph Activity Rubric

_________ Historical figures name displayed prominently on headstone (5)

_________ All information included on poster (10)

_________ No spelling or grammatical errors (5)

_________ 3 or more pictures are included on your poster (3)

_________ Pictures arranged neatly on poster (5)

_________ Information neatly displayed (5)

_________ On time (5)
Extension:
Students will research other names found in the cemetery and make connections to Trenton’s history and the Revolution era. Student can also research the names of other Declaration of Independence and Constitution signers to find out what cemeteries they are buried in around the country and pictures of their memorial.
Resources:
http://www.panoramio.com/photo/4886220
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trenton_Friends_Meeting_House
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=3984
http://trentonhistory.org/His/appendixB.html
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=2768
http://pabook.libraries.psu.edu/palitmap/bios/Clymer__George.html
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