	TAH GRANT LESSON PLAN	[image: waltwhitman_Logo]
Are Revolutionaries Terrorists?

Grade Level and Subject: 9-12 United States History

Time Required: 40 min class period	

Lesson Summary: As we live in a world that is emotionally driven by buzz words, we must, as responsible citizens, begin to look at what these words really mean. The words we use today have a very different meaning than they did 250 years ago. The students will make a judgment on the appropriate classification of the Sons of Liberty, British troops, and King George III by examining the 3 positions of the groups mentioned. This becomes a simple task for the children to think outside of what the media tells them when they know more than what is on the surface. 
	

Objectives: SWBAT assess the importance of labels and what they mean in today’s and history’s society based on social circumstances by debating and questioning the viability of terrorist classifications. 


	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	England
	1765-1775
	American Colonies

	King George III
	Politeia/Regime
	Governors

	       Aristocracy/ Parliament
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Landowners

	Lineage
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is	
	Wealth

	Chivalry
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Freedom/Independence

	



Key Terms:
Terrorist, tyrant, despot, subject, conflict, resolution, revolution, classification, tariff, deliberate, Boston Caucas Club, Intolerable Acts

Historical Background for the Teachers:
The Sons of Liberty was an underground group formally founded in 1765, loosely meeting before that point, under the guise of business meetings. It was possible to do this because many of their members were of affluent status. The name Sons of Liberty was coined by Isaac Barre after a speech given to Parliament in opposition to the Stamp Act. The Sons of Liberty rallied around the taxes imposed by the crown after the French and Indian War had left them financially famished. The Sons of Liberty rallied around the phrase “No taxation without representation.” The phrase stems from the fact that American colonists had no representatives in Parliament back home (England). Although it seems the Sons were diametrically opposed to the crown, they professed loyalty throughout their vehement protest. They had a hope to still be Englishmen, nominally, through the corrective actions of Parliament.  As a result of failed policy, threats, violence, and public demonstrations ensued in the colonies. With increasing intensity, the Sons of Liberty began to target the tax collectors and Patriots (people loyal to the crown). As the violence increased so did their moniker change, the British started to call them “Sons of Violence.” The Sons of Liberty existed in every colony, the different groups operated in different ways.

Anticipatory Set:
Ask students if they know who the top terrorist wanted is in the United States and abroad. This will spark an instant conversation on the topic; slowly start to relate back to pre-Revolutionary times.
		
Do Now Activity: 
List 5 terrorists or “How would you define a terrorist/terrorism?”
		
Procedures:
1. Give students background of Intolerable Acts.
2. Split the class into British and Colonist.
3. Ask Colonist how they would react to similar acts by their government.
4. Ask the British how they would classify the actions of the Colonists.
5. Explain that the Sons of Liberty were just reacting to the government policies of the day and that the government does not always make decisions that are good for the people.
6. Explain how the actions of clubs like the Sons of liberty led to the American Revolution.
7. Have students re-write their definition of terrorism. Have students share their definition of terrorism with the class, in turn have class evaluate the terrorism definitions. 
		
Homework:
Have students look up the root causes of the current uprisings in the Middle East and Northern Africa (i.e. Egypt, Syria, Bahrain, Syria, Iran, Tunisia, Libya, and Yemen).

Assessment:
Procedure Step 7

Extension:
Have students research a specific Sons of Liberty sect and compare/contrast to the root causes of one of the contemporary revolutions. 

Author of Lesson:
Reginald Clark
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