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American Hero
Grade Level: U.S. History II
Time Required: This assignment may take five instructional days to complete. (This is based on an eighty minute block schedule.) 

Lesson Summary:

Students will create a digital story depicting influential individuals during the Progressive Era and how they impacted society at that time.
Objectives:

6.1.12.A.6.a  Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice.

6.1.12.A.6.b  Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.


6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 


6.1.12.D.6.b  Compare and contrast the foreign policies of American presidents during this time period, and analyze how these presidents contributed to the United States becoming a world power.


6.1.12.D.6.c  Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, including the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Progressives
	Progressive Era
	Industrialists & Fundamentalists

	Educated Middle Class
Citizens from the North & Midwest
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Wealthy Upper Class 

	Government should intervene to address societal ills
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Smaller Government & Government can not repair societal ills 

	Empathy
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Prosperity 

	


Key Terms:
Progressivism-(n) a political movement that believed that industrialism and urbanization were the cause of many of the societal problems and that the government should take an active role in addressing these societal problems

Muckraker-(n) a journalist that reveals and reports abuses and corruption within a society

Suffrage-(n) the right to vote

Temperance-(v) to limit or abstinent from alcohol beverages

Prohibition-(n) laws banning the production, transportation, and sale of alcohol beverages

Segregation-(v) the separation of a race, class, or group

 Jim Crow Laws-(n) statues or laws created to enforce segregation

 Lynching-(v) an execution performed without lawful approval

 Nativism- (n) hostility or hatred toward immigrants

 Disfranchise (v) - to deprive the right to vote
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Educators will need to have prior knowledge about the following movements or events during the Progressive Era:  The Populist Movement, the disfranchment of African Americans, Anti-Lynching Movement,  Progressivism, Social Welfare, Women’ s Suffrage Movement,  Prohibition Movement, .  As well as the following key individual and their influence during the era: Susan B. Anthony, Booker T. Washington, Woodrow Wilson, Eleanor Roosevelt, George Washington Carver, Mary Church Terrell,  W.E.B. Dubois, Ida M. Tarbell, Ida B. Wells, Jeannette Rankin, Marcus Garvey, Bessie Coleman Benjamin “Pap” Singleton, Robert La Follette, Theodore Roosevelt, Victoria Claflin Woodhull, Alice Paul, Upton Sinclair, Mary McLeod Bethune, Jeannette Rankin; Frances Perkins.
Anticipatory Set:
1. Ask and discuss with the students who are their personal hero and have them give a rational for their answer. (Why do they consider this individual to be a hero?)

2. Show the students pictures or images of three influential individuals from American Hero. (Ex:  George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King Jr.)

3. Then, ask and discuss why those three individuals could be considered to be an American Hero.
4. What were the character traits did these three individuals possess?  
Do Now Activity: 
Students will work with a partner to identify some of the societal issues that Progressives wanted to address at that time and who were some of the key individuals that lead these reforms.
Procedures:
For the first two days, students will work in pairs in the media center or library to acquire information about the following leading questions about their individual:  

1. What is the person’s background?

a) When and where was the person born?

b) Describe their family life

c) Describe their education

d) Describe how the factors listed in b and c may influence the individual later in life?
2. What were their major contributions?

a) Why are these contributions important to the Progressive Era?

b) How did these contributions impact society during the time period and today? (If applicable, did their achievements cause legislative, societal, or moral changes?) Explain with supporting details.

3. What events within their life showed the individual’s character?

a.)  Explain how the event or events were connected to the character traits of a hero. If applicable,   explain how the event or events were did not show the character traits of a hero.
4. Would you consider this individual to be an American Hero?

a.) Explain with supporting details, if this person could or could not be inducted into an American Hero’s Hall of Fame.
     b.) State a rational for their induction or explain why they should not be inducted.
For days three and four, students will begin to draft a storyboard for their digital stories.  Students will need to complete a digital storyboard illustrating what content will be placed on each individual slide. (See Resource.)  They will need to list images, text, audio, media clips, animation, and transition time for each individual screen. To complete this step successfully, students will need to have access to computers that have one of the follow programs:  Microsoft PowerPoint, Windows Movie Maker, or any other similar programs.

For day five, students will work in a computer lab to create their digital story.  At this point, the teacher will provide the necessary technical assistance to complete this task.   
Homework:   Students will acquire relevant information, images, media clips, and audio for their digital story.
Assessment:
Attached below is the rubric to assess the digital story.
	CATEGORY
	32 Points 
	   24 Points
	16 Points
	 8 Points

	1. Purpose of Story 
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains a clear focus throughout.
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains focus for most of the presentation.
	There are a few lapses in focus, but the purpose is fairly clear. 
	It is difficult to figure out the purpose of the presentation. 

	2. Point of View 
	The point of view is well developed and contributes to the overall meaning of the story.
	The point of view is stated but does not connect with each part of the story, although an attempt is made to connect it to the overall meaning of the story.
	The point of view is stated but no attempt is made to connect it to the overall meaning of the story.
	The point of view is only hinted at, or is difficult to discern.

	3. Dramatic Question
	A meaningful dramatic question is asked and answered within the context of the story.
	A dramatic question is asked but not clearly answered within the context of the story.
	A dramatic question is hinted at but not clearly established within the context of the story.
	Little or no attempt is made to pose a dramatic question or answer it.

	4. Choice of Content 
	Contents create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches different parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	Contents create an atmosphere or tone that matches some parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	An attempt was made to use contents to create an atmosphere/tone but it needed more work. Image choice is logical.
	Little or no attempt to use contents to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone.

	5.  Required information
	All required information that was asked on assignment overview was covered.
	One to two aspects were missing.
	Two or more aspects were not covered.
	More than three aspects of the required information were not covered.

	
	
	
	
	

	6.  Meaningful Audio Soundtrack
	Music stirs a rich emotional response that matches the story line well. Images coordinated with the music.
	Music stirs a rich emotional response that somewhat matches the story line. Images mostly coordinated with the music.
	Music is ok, and not distracting, but it does not add much to the story. Not coordinated with images. 
	Music is distracting, inappropriate, OR was not used.

	7.  Quality of Images 
	Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches different parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	Images create an atmosphere or tone that matches some parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	An attempt was made to use images to create an atmosphere/tone but it needed more work. Image choice is logical.
	Little or no attempt to use images to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone.

	8.  Economy of Story Detail 
	The story is told with exactly the right amount of detail throughout. It does not seem too short nor does it seem too long
	The story composition is typically good, though it seems to drag somewhat OR need slightly more detail in one or two sections.
	The story seems to need more editing. It is noticeably too long or too short in more than one section.
	The story needs extensive editing. It is too long or too short to be interesting. 

	9. Grammar and Language Usage
	Grammar and usage were correct (for the dialect chosen) and contributed to clarity, style and character development.
	Grammar and usage were typically correct (for the dialect chosen) and errors did not detract from the story. 
	Grammar and usage were typically correct but errors detracted from story.
	Repeated errors in grammar and usage distracted greatly from the story.


10.)  Effective Use of Class Time
	12 POINTS Partnership was consistently always on task.  Partnerships use class time to gather information, and plan digital stories.
	8 POINTS

Partnership on task the majority of the time.  Partnerships use class time to gather information, and plan digital stories.
	4 POINTS

Partnership became distracted sometimes. Partnerships did not use time to their advantage.
	1 POINT

Partnership was unproductive the major of the class time.  Partnership has very little to show for their efforts.


DIGITAL STORY: 288 POINTS

EFFECTIVE USE OF CLASS TIME: 12 POINTS

TOTAL POINTS FOR THE PROJECT:  300 POINTS
Resources:  Digital Storytelling Storyboard 

Each box represents one slide in your digital story. Describe in as much detail as possible what will be included for each slide. The more you plan ahead of time, the easier it is to create your digital story. Copy as many storyboard boxes as you need to plan your digital story.

Images (general or specific, location if known):
Design (background color, font style, special effects):
Audio (music, sound effects):
Narration (the actual text that you would record to accompany this slide):

Images (general or specific, location if known):
Design (background color, font style, special effects):
Audio (music, sound effects):
Narration (the actual text that you would record to accompany this slide):

Images (general or specific, location if known):
Design (background color, font style, special effects):
Audio (music, sound effects):
Narration (the actual text that you would record to accompany this slide):

Images (general or specific, location if known):
Design (background color, font style, special effects):
Audio (music, sound effects):
Narration (the actual text that you would record to accompany this slide):

Images (general or specific, location if known):
Design (background color, font style, special effects):
Audio (music, sound effects):
Narration (the actual text that you would record to accompany this slide):

 (Students may copy this form as needed.)
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