


Heroes Project

Name(s):  Michael Deevey, Karen Maccaro
Grade Level:  8th
School:  Herbert Hoover Middle School, Edison NJ
Describe your Heroes Project:  Our project focused on the American Soldiers who fought in World War II.  These heroes were often ordinary people who became extraordinary because they displayed the characteristics that all heroes have- courage, vigilance, compassion, resourcefulness and persistence.  At great personal risk, these young men fought a world war that saved our way of life and the world from even more destruction.  Our project was designed to recognize these heroes and celebrate their accomplishments and remember their sacrifice.  The task was two part: a written piece and a display board with pictures along with words or phrases that described the hero (or a PowerPoint that described the hero with pictures etc).   In telling the heroes story the students needed to include who they are/were, their age during the war, their background, and what they did to distinguish themselves during the conflict.  The story needed to be two pages typed.
Describe the results:  The projects we received were excellent!  Nearly every student embraced the project and took it very seriously, which was very gratifying to see.  To have everyone experience and enjoy each other’s work, we created a gallery walk for the classes.  We turned the classroom into a “museum’ (refreshments and appropriate music of course- WWII themed)  and students walked from project to project sharing ideas and discussing what their project was all about and what it meant to them.  The museum concept was very successful.
Next time I would…

Because we had so many students choose the PowerPoint option it was difficult to facilitate that during the gallery walk.  We could not get enough laptops (and some of the PowerPoints would not load up because of the version students were using- in addition to the noise level of each PowerPoint).  
For next year, we will tally exactly how many laptops we will need and make arrangements to have them ready to go before the gallery walk.  We will also try and get enough headsets for the laptops to cut down on the noise level.  Lastly, we will mandate that all PowerPoints have to be saved in the version our school laptops run (2003 I believe).  Hopefully with these adjustments the museum piece will be in more effective.

For the project itself, I think the students need more direction as to who they should choose as their hero.  Since WWII is such enormous topic, several students were a bit lost as to who to pick.  Directing them to one theater of war or one particular year or branch of the military may make that easy.  That resolution is a work in progress.
