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Greatest American Heroes: Totem Pole Project
Grade Level: 3rd grade Bilingual
United States History / Social Studies
Time Required: 6-10 class periods (40 minutes per class).

Lesson Summary:

Working in two different groups, students will be investigating the greatest American heroes through various media resources.  The students will be introduced the book, “50 American Heroes” by Dr. Dennis Denenberg.  Each student will be required to complete an in-depth project.  The project will consist of a completed paper mache of the hero that the student they selected. The student will also present  a brief presentation of their hero (2 paragraphs) to the classroom. Finally, the student also will reveal their hero to the classroom and make a personal connection with the hero.
Objectives:
· TLW be able to make a connection to an American hero.

· Be able to learn from them and understand the powerful message that their hero conveys.

· Be able to explain 3 things that the hero contributed to society or 3 things they have learned. 
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	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
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Achievements:
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Contribution:

 
Hero:

Impact:











 
Striving:
Succeed: 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Students understand the importance of individual action and character and explain how heroes from long ago and recent past have made a difference in others’ lives.  
Anticipatory Set:
The students will identify (certain historical figures) as Americans whose contributions improved the lives of other Americans and through-out the world.  The students will describe how historical figures display positive character traits.
Do Now Activity: 
Imagine that you are an American Hero. What are some things that you will do to help society? What are some accomplishments that make you a great hero?

Procedures:
Set the stage for this project by starting with a read aloud with “50 American Heroes” by Dennis Denenberg which describes several American heroes.  This concept of reading & introducing people  through-out American history will help engage the students.  

Part 1: Research: Divide the class into two groups – “girls” and “boys.”  The groups will begin by researching the background of their American hero.

Part 2: Paper Mache & Totem Pole: Prior to beginning, each group will select a group leader to manage the whole hands-on project.  After completing the research, each group needs to set about creating a totem pole.  The totem pole should include an illustration/photo of their respective heroes.  Finally, the totem pole should include some indication of what all of the heroes had in common.  The students can collect or create representations of artifacts that would represent their hero.

Part 3:  Interaction: At this point, the groups are ready to “construct” their totem pole.  Each student will construct an individual paper mache project to add to the totem pole.  Students will be given enough time to construct, add or make any changes to the final project.  The challenge is that the students will show their hero, indicate what the heroes have in common and show a representation of a “real” totem pole.
Homework:
During phase one, homework can consist of independent research that can be used in class to facilitate the information gathering phase.  Similarly, independent visits to the library might be helpful to obtain more information.

During phase two, work can continue at home on artifacts – again intended to move the project along if necessary.

After phase three, a short essay (2 paragraphs)on the American hero that was selected for the project.
Assessment:
Assessment will take place at the end of the project. Daily assessments can consist of a rubric informally assessing the students working on their project.
Extension:
Extend the study of different cultures to include Hispanic Heroes.  Students will be asked to select a Hispanic Hero that has made an impact to society/culture.
Resources:
Books:

50 Greatest American Heroes, 2006 by Dr. Dennis Denenberg

Websites:
www.historyisfun.org


www.cicerohistory.com


www.heroesofhistory.com 


www.educationworld.com 
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