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Describe your Heroes Project:

Students were required to follow the same format for their Heroes Project as we followed for our Walt Whitman Storyboard Project.  The students had to select a figure that they considered to be a hero.  Once they selected this person they had to create a digital story that depicted the major events in their life as well as significant events that demonstrate their qualities as a hero.  Students also had to select a song that played in the background while their heroic movie played.  
Describe the results:

Prior to giving the assignment we discussed at length what constitutes a hero.  As suspected many students initially said they thought singers and athletes were heroes; however, the more we talked about it the more students began to shift their views and started selecting individuals who truly had admirable qualities.  To further assist them with their selections we visited the library where they looked through biography section for people they thought were heroic.  I was actually shocked to see that many of my students did not have someone who they could readily call to mind as a hero of some sort.

Once all the selections were made I was extremely happy to see that none of my students ended up selecting movie stars, singers, or athletes.  They actually took the conversation that we had more seriously then I had anticipated and took the task of selecting a hero very importantly.  The heroes that they selected ranged from Gandhi all the way to Jane Austin.

Next time I would…
I loved using technology for this project and the students really got into it.  The one drawback was that because it was done electronically I was unable to display the projects.  Next year I would like to have the students create storyboards that we can hang in the hallway for everyone see once the students have completed the project.  
