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Describe your Heroes Project:

This year, my students completed a “Presidential Heroes”" PowerPoint project as part of our 8th grade U.S. History I curriculum.   We began the project by listing what characteristics make up a hero.  Then, the students named both famous and non-famous people who are their heroes.  After we debriefed this activity, the students chose a U.S President, including those between John Adams and Andrew Johnson.  They were able to conduct research in the school library, using reference books, non-fiction resources, and the Internet to help them find out more information.  Finally, they were able to create a 6-slide PowerPoint presentation including music and video clips if possible.  The students were able to present these projects to their classmates.  While the presentations took place, the students rated their classmates’ presidents as to what heroic qualities he possessed.
 

Describe the results:

Overall, I am happy with the results of the project and will continue using it in the future.  The students were able to make a choice on which president whom they would investigate and create their own unique PowerPoint presentation.  They were able to gain more knowledge about how our country has changed over time and compare it to today’s political landscape.
 
Next time I would…

In the future, I want to use Photostory in completing the project.  I think that this would provide a more interactive experience for the students and allow them to be more creative in their presentations.  Also, it will allow them to include more primary sources, music, and video clips.
