Heroes Project
Names (s):  Vanessa J. Adams

Grade Level:  7th Grade

School:  Plainfield Academy for the Arts and Advanced Studies

Describe your Heroes Project:  I had the seventh-grade students work in groups of three and create a pictorial montage’ on someone who they considered to be a hero – although working in pairs was suggested at our workshop, the students had to work in three’s because of the number of computers that were available in the TV Production studio.

 I collaborated with the TV Production teacher on this project and we decided that the students would receive a project grade in both classes for this assignment.  The research portion of the assignment was done in my class and the pictorial montage’ was created in TV production; the project took approximately five days to complete.

Describe the results:  The results of the project were phenomenal! The majority of the projects were well organized and very creative and the most students did a good job introducing their project to the class as part of their presentation grade.

Next time I would…Do a better job of monitory the distribution of the workload.  I received one complaint in each class that there was someone in the group that made little or no effort to contribute to the project. While I was aware of two students that did little or no work, and graded them accordingly, next time I will create a group participation rubric that will more accurately reflect their participation on the project.

I also chose the students who would be working together in order for them to become used to working with other individuals other than their friends, but this caused a lot of friction, in some cases.  Next time, I will let them work with their friends, if they choose to, but this will only be the case with those who can work together constructively.
