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Describe your Heroes Project:

In order to make my heroes project more personal last year, I required students to use someone from their own family instead of a more renown hero.  After conducting research in the form of interviews, students then had to create a 10 slide power point presentation for the entire class.  While I went back to the original format of selecting a famous hero from history, I took a new step this year, and required students to use Microsoft Moviemaker to create a short film highlighting the life and accomplishments of their hero.
Since I am currently teaching remedial level courses, I was concerned that this project may be to daunting for most of my students, so I selected some of my higher achieving students, and paired them with a partner so that they could work collaboratively.  They had to use credible websites to gather information and pictures of their hero.  The “movie” had to be at least three minutes, and adding music was an option.  I did not require this aspect because many of the students, as well as myself, had trouble importing music.
Students then presented their hero to the class using a laptop and a projector.  In addition, I would like to say that I would never have even thought of implementing something like this in my classroom if it hadn’t been for the experience and knowledge I gained through the Walt Whitman Fellowship.

Describe the results:

As a whole this project was a success.  I say that because all students were engaged, and even though some of them were sure they could not do it, once they learned how to use the program, they were excited about it.  I also think that the collaboration was beneficial because students who normally do not complete assignments were supported and pushed by their partners.   
One of the biggest problems facing any Literature teacher in my school is trying to teach students about plagiarism.  What was so great about this project was the fact that since they didn’t have to write an entire paper, they didn’t feel the need to simply copy information from a website.  For the most part, they only used specific facts which they were able to document on a reference page.

Next time I would…

The only changes that I plan to make next year are to introduce the program earlier in the semester so that students will be more comfortable using it, and to become more of an expert myself so that I can assist them.
