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Describe your Heroes Project:

  We did the Heroes Project as a group; this allowed for the varying levels in reading/writing to work together with peer tutoring and group

reading at completion. The class watched a movie on John Smith ie. his experiences with exploration, Jamestown, Native Americans and his leadership in the colony.

   The students read a short biography aloud and alone. They then, as  a group, wrote down basic biographical facts pertaining to his personality and professional achievements (brave, intelligent, shrewd, traded for food, diplomacy with Native Americans etc.). 

   The students put these facts together and individually wrote why they felt John Smith was a hero. They had to give facts and dates to support their argument. They then summarized the report with a personal statement as to how they felt about John Smith as a man in the 1600’s.  For example, if they felt he was a hero because of his leadership skills, they had to talk about what he did (bartered for food, diplomacy, prevented starvation in Jamestown etc.).  

   Their summary had to reflect some higher level analysis of Captain

Smith’s personality and professionalism under duress. I asked the 

Students to sum this man up in one sentence for their closing 

argument.

 One student wrote, “ John Smith was an intelligent man who 

was able to save others but in the end was unable to save himself. “ 
This was in reference to the intervention of Pocahontas on his 

behalf right  before he was executed at the hands of Powhatan’s 
warriors.

Describe the results:

Next time I would…

