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Describe your Heroes Project:

The lesson involves taking a trip (walking in Trenton) to the oldest cemetery in the area and having the students split up and each write down between 5 and 10 names from the headstones, along with the birth and death dates. When students return to school they will go on the internet and research the names that they wrote down. They will research the effects that their people had on history. 

Hopefully, the students will be able to find some people that have had some significant impact on history in general, or at least the local history.
Describe the results:

The results were phenomenal. We visited the Quaker Meeting of Friends Cemetery on the corner of Hanover St. and Montgomery St. in Trenton and were stunned to find that were half a dozen people with very serious historical significance. The students were amazed when we found a person who had actually signed both the Declaration of Independence AND the U.S. Constitution – George Clymer. We also saw two or three members of the Cadwalader family.
Students could not believe that they actually made some connection between real life and something we were learning about in History class. For them, history has a kind of esoteric quality to it. The students really have difficulty relating to ANYTHING that happened in the distant past. Making connections between the life they live today and event in the past is very difficult. That is why this project was so successful. The students were able to actually stand in front of the gravestone of a person that was part of the founding of this country and signed his name to the two most important documents in this country’s history. 
Ironically, seeing dead people really made history come alive for the students.

Next time I would…

Next time I would do the EXACT SAME THING. This project turned out much better than expected. I thought we might get lucky and actually just be able to find their names on the internet. I never expected to find a signer of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution in the tiny Quaker Meeting Cemetery. This find made everybody interested in the project and made them want to go to more cemeteries to find other famous people.
Next year I would like to make it an actual field trip and visit all of the old cemeteries in the area to expand upon what we have already learned.

