


Heroes Project

Name(s):  Yvonne Maynor
Grade Level:  5th
School:  Evergreen Elementary 
Describe your Heroes Project:  

The first “Hero” lesson for the students explored the distinction between a hero and an idol.  The students’ views were listed on chart paper and displayed in the class.  The class members collaboratively established criteria for heroism and characteristics of heroes. A student from each of the six groups was assigned a person from the book, 50 American Heroes – Every Kid Should Meet by Dennis Denenbery & Lorraine Roscoe.  They discussed the information in small groups and then shared with the whole class.  The students selected, read about their heroes from various sources, and reported on their heroes.  They had to identify how their heroes matched the criteria and characteristics of the definition of a hero.  Hero reports were made into posters.  They were displayed on the walls for students on their grade level and other grade levels to view.  
As a follow-up, I and some of the students read aloud and had a class discussion of the poem “Heroes We never Name” to emphasize the fact that there are heroes all around us.  The students were then given an additional assignment.  Each student in the class was instructed to write about a hero he or she know and describe this person’s noble qualities and deeds.  They were also given the option of making posters.      
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Y. Maynor

Describe the results:  

The completed projects were played on the bulletin board and the hall walls.  The students enjoyed during the project.  They were excited to see the end results and they were pleased with their finished projects.  The students did outstanding jobs.  Not only did the fifth graders learn information, the other students viewing the completed projects, as well.  I saw students from other grade levels asking the fifth graders about their heroes.  
Next time I would…
Next time, I am planning to pair up with the grades K-6 history teachers and do a school-wide “Hero Project,” so that entire student-body and benefit from the project.
