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Describe your Heroes Project:

In years past, we have focused more on “hands on” projects related to African American History Month. This year, we decided to postpone our heroes project until March and used Dr. Dennenbergs book as inspiration for our own “heroes” biographies. I linked the project to writing this year instead of our usual social studies link and tied the development of a heroes biography into our study of expository writing and research reports. Students researched historical heroes and prepared biographies that not only told the story of their hero, but asked them to explain why they chose this hero from all others.

Describe the results:

Having Dr. Dennenberg’s book as a “mentor text” was a great help since students modeled their writing on the entries in his book. The students included illustrations – both hand drawn as well as copied from other sources – to make their biographies stand out. The topics ranged from James Buchanon to Abraham Lincoln to Thomas Edison to Walt Disney. Ultimately, we bound the stories together into our own “heroes” book.

Next time I would…

Integrate technology into the project by having the students create “digital stories” that would bring the heroes to life

