


Heroes Project

Name(s): Reginald Clark

Grade Level: 9-12
School: Barack Obama Academy for Academic and Civic Development
Describe your Heroes Project: SWBAT research a hero in their lives by using the internet and other hard sources in order to create a digital story.

Here are some questions to research when preparing your biography.

What was (is) this person's…


A. Early Life:      

1. Date of birth  

2. Place of birth  

3. Childhood/family facts  

4. Education  

5. Experiences that helped mold the person         

B. Adult Life:    

1. Other places lived  

2. Other experiences that helped mold the person  

3. Marriage/children  

4. Career/other accomplishments

5. Date of death, place, and reason (if person has died)      __________    

C. Career

1. How and when did they become involved in this career?  

2. Problems they overcame  

3. Reason this person is your hero (books, movies, inventions, bank 

robberies, etc.)  

4. Famous quotes about or by the person, if any   

5. What do you think it means to be a hero? Was your person a "hero?" Why? Why not? How is a hero different from a celebrity?

If you want to go deeper, here are some more questions…

1. In what ways was the life remarkable?

2. In what ways was the life despicable?

3. In what ways was the life admirable?

4. What human qualities were most influential in shaping the way this person lived and influenced his or her times?

5. Which quality or trait proved most troubling and difficult?

6. Which quality or trait was most beneficial?

7. Did this person make any major mistakes or bad decisions? If so, what were they and how would you have chosen and acted differently if you were in their shoes?

8. What are the two or three most important lessons you or any other young person might learn from the way this person lived?

9. Some people say you can judge the quality of a person's life by the enemies they make. Do you think this is true of your person's life? Explain why or why not.

10. An older person or mentor is often very important in shaping the lives of gifted people by providing guidance and encouragement. To what extent was this true of your person? Explain.

11. Many people act out of a "code" or a set of beliefs which dictate choices. It may be religion or politics or a personal philosophy. To what extent did your person act by a code or act independently of any set of beliefs? Were there times when the code was challenged and impossible to follow?

Final Presentation: Create a digital presentation (using pictures, video clips, and  other art) by using Windows MovieMaker or PhotoStory 3. 

Requirements:

· Presentation questions are answered fully by research, leaving no gaps in information where possible.

· Pictures are appropriate for subject being addressed in presentation. 

· Presentation has music attached as a background.

· There are no spelling mistakes in the presentation.

· The presentation is at least 3.5 minute long. 

· Presentation is done in MovieMaker or Photo Story 3.

· Presentation has been handed in to Mr. Clark via flash drive or e-mail.

· All research is handed in written form. 

Describe the results: Students chose a range of artists, activists, and individuals of influence as their heroes. Most shockingly, students chose their own parents, mostly mothers as their heroes. Some students actually pictured themselves as their own heroes in the future, visualizing their future career, family life, and death (kind of morbid). I allowed it, as to not stunt creativity. 
Next time I would have students chose a figure in American history, analyze their influence and contribution, as well as do newspaper research to see the immediate impact of this person’s actions on the society.
Your Hero’s Name Here








