


Heroes Project

Name(s): Stacy Schutz

Grade Level: Fifth
School: Menlo Park School, Edison, NJ 08820
Describe your Heroes Project:   Each week since September, a new hero was introduced to my class. To promote interest and curiosity, a hero clue was written on chart paper Monday through Thursday. On Fridays, the students tried to predict who the hero was going to be based on the clues given throughout the week.  Then I presented them with a one page biography and picture of the hero, and we highlighted the important information about the hero, most importantly, what characterizes this person as a hero.  After “meeting” five heroes, I administered an assessment to evaluate their understanding of the material.  At the conclusion of the school year, the class will be given a list of the heroes we’ve studied, and also a choice of project ideas. For example: a poster, diorama, a skit performance, create a song, or write a more in-depth paper on the hero.  They will each choose their favorite hero, and will examine the hero more closely and demonstrate their knowledge through their chosen project.
Describe the results: I was most impressed with the enthusiasm the exuded from my students each week.  If I did not have the clue up on the chart on time on a particular day, they reminded me quite anxiously.  We got into some very good discussions after reading the heroes’ biographies each week.  One point led to another, and the students thoughts really flourished. I feel they acquired an excellent introduction to various key people throughout history that they would not have otherwise become acquainted with because the study of them is not a part of the Fifth Grade curriculum.
Next time I would…Honestly, I would not change any part of this unit on Heroes. I couldn’t have asked for more enthusiasm and interest from my class. I feel that they learned a lot!
