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Describe your Heroes Project:

   As part of our study of the European exploration of the Americas, the students were given the task of picking a historical figure of the time period they thought would be considered a hero.  After the students researched factual information about their figure, the students had to write at least six sentences detailing their hero’s historical accomplishments.  Using their researched material, the students had to also write six persuasive sentences why they believed their figure was a hero.  As part of the writing process, the sentences were revised and edited.

   Next, the students had to find/draw visuals (drawings or photos) that supported their research and their belief that their figure was a hero.  The students were given poster board to present their findings.  The students were given explicit instructions on what was required for the poster.
Describe the results:

   Overall, I was happy with the results.  The assignment did bring out a lot of critical thinking and strong opinions.  The students challenged a lot of historical assumptions about the “good” the explorers brought to the Americas.

   Next time I would…

review the differences between fact and opinion.  At times, they seemed to have difficulty with this skill.  Also, I would give the students the option of picking a historical figure they believed was not a hero.  Some of them had a hard time defending a figure they believed not to be a hero.
