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School: James Madison Intermediate School & Lindeneau Elementary School
Describe your Heroes Project: 

During this lesson, students will gain an understanding of what a hero is.  The students will learn what characteristics make a hero, why they make someone a hero, and who is considered to be a hero.  Students will research a hero of their choice and use the information gathered to create a digital story about their selected individual.
Describe the results:

We are very pleased with the results of this cross-curricular endeavor. The students skillfully and critically read nonfiction texts, sorted information in historical context, and effectively, creatively, and precisely infused music and still photographs to produce a digital story. The student’s completed project was then published to the Internet to capitalize on a world-wide audience. Seizing the opportunity to integrate literacy with history and technology, we feel we successfully facilitated a valuable learning experience for each and every student. 

Next time we would…

We genuinely were quite impressed with the outcome of the project and would be hard-pressed to make any alterations. That said, however, the only slight adjustment we would consider making is perhaps using a different software program to create the digital stories. While Microsoft Photo Story was very well received by the students for its simplicity and intuitive nature, we feel the digital stories may have been augmented with the use of video – a feature currently unavailable with the Photo Story software. Next year, we may employ Microsoft Moviemaker or the website http://www.onetruemedia.com/ to create the stories, as these afford the opportunity to merge still photographs, video clips, and music into one video montage. 
