


Heroes Project

Name(s): Colleen Kelly
Grade Level: 8 
School: Woodrow Wilson Middle School 
Describe your Heroes Project: A Living (Wax) Museum
1. Use a research outline to locate information about your hero in the library

2. Use the information to create a timeline of the hero’s life. 

3. Choose one of the following projects (Scrapbook, Postcards Diary) about your hero

4. Create a backdrop for your hero presentation

5. Using the speech outline, write a speech to be given during the Living Museum.

6. Wax Museum

7. Extra Credit – Create a digital story

Students were given directions and an explanation of each phase of the project.  They were then given due dates for each of the phases to ensure they were on task. Students were able to use both print and electronic resources for their research.  

This was part of a larger interdisciplinary project with the cluster.  Each teacher had a hallway relevant to their curriculum.  (Hall of American Hero’s, Hall of Scientists, Hall of Mathematicians, Hall of Inspirational Authors).

Describe the results:

Research remains a difficult, but necessary skill for the students.  Students seemed to enjoy working on the artistic parts of the project once they were past the research.  Half the students present on one day, and half the next.  This way they are able to see some of their classmates.  Students spent much more time than anticipated creating the background scene for their presentation.  
Next time I would…

Research remains a difficult, but necessary skill for the students.  Next time, I would allow for more time in the library.  I also think that it would be helpful for the students to read a biography, if available, prior to beginning the project.  

 The project was completed over almost three months.  Next time, I would like to shorten the amount of time spent because the students seemed to lose track of what was happening even with our check lists. 

Next time I would consider letting students work in pairs to complete the research and projects.  In this way, they would all be able to view the same people being presented.  
