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WHAT RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS SHOULD THE BILL OF RIGHTS PROTECT?
Grade Level: Fifth Grade
United States History
Time Required: Approximately 5 class periods

Lesson Summary:  Students will understand that there were differences of opinions in establishing our government.  They will note how Madison and Jefferson differed in the opinions concerning the addition of the bill of rights to the Constitution.  They will notice how viewpoints change (Madison) for the betterment of the whole. 
     Students will understand the formal writings of the late 1700’s and be able to “put it in their own words”.
Objectives:

Compare and contrast the view of James Madison with that of Thomas Jefferson concerning the need for a bill of rights.

Interpret the wording of the bill of rights

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Bill of Rights, Constitution, Rights & Freedoms
Historical Background for the Teachers:

James Madison and Thomas Jefferson were important leaders in our history. Jefferson took part in writing the Declaration of Independence, and Madison helped write the Constitution.  These two disagreed about many things, but their strongest disagreement was whether a “bill of rights” should be added to the new Constitution.

     
Jefferson strongly felt the need for a “bill of rights” because he didn’t think the national government should have too much power.  Madison didn’t see the need to have this in writing and thought that it would only prolong the ratification process.

Anticipatory Set:

Think of a time when you changed your views on a subject.  What caused you to change your views?  Was it talking to friends, some new information you learned, or something else?
Do Now Activity: 
Procedures:
 
After studying the results of the Revolutionary War and the plan of government afterwards, discuss how the Constitution (only a year old) already needed changes (amendments).  

Read and discuss “Counterpoints” “For or Against a Bill of Rights” in America’s Story.


Compare the viewpoints of Jefferson and Madison.  Have a debate between Jefferson and Madison.


Have students, individually, decide which of the list of Rights and Freedoms (see Resources) they would choose as their most important.  Then group students and charge them with coming to an agreement on what the group considers the most important ten.

Discuss – did you change your views? If so, what caused you to change your mind? Talking it out; new information?; something else?


Create 10 groups of students and give each an amendment to interpret.  Have them write it in their own words.  Compile a book of the amendments and have the students teach them to another class.
Homework:
As James Madison, write a letter to your wife explaining what caused you to change your mind on the addition of a bill of rights to the Constitution.

Assessment:
The written letter; the discussions regarding the problems and compromises in forming a list of rights and freedoms; the discussion that arises from the group interpretations of the Bill of Rights.
Extension:
A visit to the National Archives in Washington, D.C. to view the over 200 year old document
Resources:
www.cicerohistory.com 
     (Unit 5 – Father of the Constitution)

     (Unit 5 – Primary Sources – The Bill of Rights)

America’s Story (1997 – Harcourt Brace & Company)

The Bill of Rights in Translation – Amie Jane Leavitt
Key Decisions in U.S. History – (1997 – Walch Publishihng)

RIGHTS and FREEDOMS(which 10 would you choose?)

1. Right to equality

2. Freedom from discrimination

3. Freedom from slavery

4. Freedom from torture or cruel and inhuman punishment

5. Right to be protected by the law

6. Right to be treated the same way as everyone else by law

7. Right to have a lawyer defend you

8. Right not to be arrested or imprisoned without good reason

9. Right to a speedy, pubic, and fair trial

10. Right to own guns

11. Freedom from unreasonable searches of your self or your property

12. Right to work

13. Right to welfare

14. Right to travel in your country, and to leave or return to your country when you want

15. Right to be a citizen of your country or become a citizen of another country

16. Right to marry anyone you choose and have a family

17. Husband and wife have equal rights

18. Right to own property

19. Freedom to worship in your own way

20. Freedom not to worship in any way

21. Freedom to write/say/or listen to any opinions/information/complaints about the government

22. Right to organize meeting and to join groups

23. Right to participate in government and to vote

24. Men and women have equal pay

25. Right to healthy/safe working conditions 

26. Right to education

27. Right not to be on trial for the same crime twice

28. Right not to have soldiers stay in your house without your permission

29. Right not to have to admit that you committed a crime

30. Right to have a witness speak for you in court

31. Freedom from your state taking away your rights and freedoms

32. Right to trial by jury

33. Right to medical care

34. Right to say or write anything

35. Right to shoot someone who is trying to rob your house

36. Right to do anything you want
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