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The Great Compromise
Grade Level: 5 United States History
Time Required: 5- 45 minute periods

Lesson Summary:

Students will thoroughly understand how the United States government came to be by viewing and reading documents, learning how to work together to make a law, and understanding how the system of checks and balances works. Students will use Wordle to preview the important concepts that the Constitution is based on.

Objectives:
Students will use a variety of internet resources, such as Cicero and Wordle, to further their understanding of government documents written to develop our nation's government.  Students will experience the difficulties that government officials encounter when creating laws.  They will discuss, debate, and compromise with their group members to create a plan for a party.  Through this activity, the students will gain a greater understanding of how difficult it was and is to work with others to come to an agreement that everyone is happy with.

Key Terms:
constitution n.
a written statement outlining the basic laws or principles by which a country or organization is governed
government
n.
a group of people who have the power to make and enforce laws for a country or area
republicans
n.
somebody who believes that the best government is one in which supreme power is 
vested in an electorate
democrats
n.
somebody who believes in or supports democracy or the democratic system of 
government
elect
v.
to choose somebody by a vote
vote
v.
a formal indication of somebody's choice or opinion, especially in an election or referendum
inauguration
v. 
the formal act of placing somebody in an official position, especially the President of the 
United States, or a ceremony held for this purpose
law
n.
a rule of conduct or procedure recognized by a community as binding or enforceable by authority
bill
n.
politics a written proposal for a new law, discussed and voted upon by the members of a 
legislative body
veto
v.
the power of one branch of government to reject the legislation of another
judicial

adj.
relating or belonging to a body of judges or to the system that administers justice
legislative
adj.
involved in the writing and passing of laws
executive
adj.
responsible for or relating to the making and implementing of general decisions in a 
company, organization, or government
court
n.
a session of an official body that has authority to try cases, resolve disputes, or make other legal 
decisions
election
n.
an organized event at which somebody is chosen by vote for something, especially a 
compromise
n.
a settlement of a dispute in which two or more sides agree to accept less than they 
originally wanted
federalist
n.
a supporter of a federal system of government
anti-federalist
n.
a person against a federal system of government
president
n.
the head of state, or head of state and chief political executive, of a republic
politics

n.
the theory and practice of government, especially the activities associated with 
governing, with obtaining legislative or executive power, or with forming and running 
organizations connected with government
amendment
n.
a change, correction, or improvement to something
convention
n.
a gathering of people who have a common interest or profession
article
n.
a section of a legal document that deals with a specific point
treason

n.
a violation of the allegiance owed by somebody to his or her own country, e.g. by aiding 
an enemy.
union
n.
the act of joining together people or things to form a whole

justice
n.
fairness or reasonableness, especially in the way people are treated or decisions are made
domestic
n.
relating to the internal affairs of a nation or country
tranquility
adj.
free of any disturbance or commotion
posterity
n.
all future generations
ordain
v.
to order or establish something formally, especially by law or by some other authority
welfare

n.
somebody's state or condition with respect to whether he or she is healthy, safe, happy, or prospering
v.
to be successful, especially in financial or economic terms 

checks
v.
to confirm or establish that something is true or accurate to confirm or establish that something is 
balances
n.
a state in which various parts form a satisfying and harmonious whole and nothing is out 
of proportion or unduly emphasized at the expense of the rest
consequences
.n
something that follows as a result
Historical Background for the Teachers:
In September 1786, commissioners from five states met in Annapolis to discuss adjusting the Articles of Confederation.  They decided that in order to do so, representatives from all of the states needed to be present.  In May of 1787, twelve out of the thirteen states sent delegates to represent them in the Constitutional Convention. The major plans discussed were the Virginia and New Jersey plans.  Unfortunately neither plan could be agreed upon because one favored the larger states, while the other favored the smaller.  The disagreement of these plans led to what is known as the Great Compromise; in which the house would represent the people, the Senate would represent the states, and the president would be elected by electors.

In addition to the Great Compromise, another great debate was the 3/5th’s Compromise.  This compromise came to be because slavery was too controversial to talk about at the convention.  It outlined that during a count of the population of each state, only three out of every five slaves were counted.    
After being hand written by Jacob Shallus, the Constitution was accepted on September 17, 1787, by the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and ratified by conventions in each U.S. state in the name of "The People" on September 28, 1787. 
The Constitution of the United States of America is the oldest written constitution still in use.  It organizes the supreme law for the country, states, and citizens of the United States of America. The Constitution created the three branches of the national government; legislative, executive, and judicial branches.  It also outlines the powers and duties of each branch, as well as reserves all other powers to the respective states and the people.  The Constitution consists of a preamble, seven original articles, twenty-seven amendments, and a paragraph certifying its enactment by the constitutional convention. Although it has been amended twenty-seven times, only the first ten amendments, simultaneously ratified in 1791, are known as the Bill of Rights because they protected the rights of the people.
Anticipatory Set:
Have you ever been to a party before?
Have you ever planned a party?

If so, who was the party for?

Did you get to decide on the decorations, food, and entertainment?  Or did you have to compromise with someone else’s ideas? 
Do Now Activity: 
I. Completion of initial party plan 
a) Discuss the details of planning a party and what things are needed to have a successful party.

b) Hand out graphic organizer.
c) Review instructions with the students.

d) Instruct students to complete their own graphic organizer independently as if they were planning the best party ever for them self.

e) Give students approximately 20 minutes to complete organizer.

f) Upon completion of graphic organizer, tell students that they will now be working in groups of 7-8 to compromise and come up with one plan for a party.

Procedures:
I. Before Lesson Setup

a) Read and discuss literature pertaining to the creation of the Constitution.

b) Pass around and view a replica of the constitution.
c) View the most used words in the Constitution through Wordle.

d) Discuss the words that are most commonly used.
e) Elicit responses from students as to why some of the words are used so often.

II. Day of Lesson Procedure 
a) Review the Great Compromise, the 3/5th’s Compromise, and why they were created.

b) Discuss how the delegates worked together to come to an agreement.

c) Review the concepts of compromising, voting, and debating.
d) Elicit responses from students as to how they can do these successfully.  
e) Discuss how to effectively work together to come to a compromise.
f) Remind students of how to work cooperatively when working in groups.
g) Break students up into groups of 7 to 8.  
h) Instruct them to go down their list and work together to come up with a final choice for each area of the party plan.
i)  Allot the students approximately 20 for initial discussion.
j) Regroup students and discuss how they worked together and what they need to do differently.

III. Day 2
a) Review instructions with the students
b) Remind students of how to work cooperatively when working in groups.
c) Break students up into groups.  
d) Instruct them to continue to go down their list and work together to come up with only final choice for each area of the party plan.
e) Allot the students approximately 30 for this discussion.
f) Regroup students and discuss any issues that they had or what seemed to work for them in their group.

Homework:
Students will reflect on their discussions and interactions with group members by completing a series of questions relating to the project.

(See attached homework sheet)
Assessment:
Observe students as they are working in groups.  Take note of students who are not working cooperatively with group members.  Also take note of students that take on the leadership role and/or offer suggestions on how the group should communicate effectively.  
Extension:
Prior to this activity locate the names of a few people who work in each branch of the federal government.  Instruct the students to choose a branch of government; executive, legislative, judicial.  Assign each student a person from their chosen branch of government to write a letter to.  The letters that the students write should coincide with the lessons learned about the federal government.  Their questions should be about the person’s duties or how they contribute to the function of the government.    
Resources:
Computer

Internet 

Party Planning Organizers 

Homework question sheet
Rubric
Pencils

Cicero Website

Wordle Website: http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/3403399/US_Constitution
Author of Lesson:

Jennifer Misko
Steve Figurelli

Chapter 9: The Constitution: Party Planning
Name: __________________________Date: _____________
Your job is to plan a party for your wonderful teacher, Miss Misko ( Please fill out the information below in order to help you plan your party. 

Location:

Where? _______________________________________________________
Time:


When? _______________________________________________________
What time? ____________________________________________________
Is it a surprise? _________________________________________________

Theme: 
What is the theme for the party? ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Decorations: 
What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
How many? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
What color? ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Food: 
What kind? (be descriptive) ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dessert:

What kind? ____________________________________________________

Describe it ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entertainment: 

What kind? ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Music: 
What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Games: 

What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Prizes? _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

· You will be working in groups of 8-10 people to plan the party.  
· At first, you must hold to your personal opinions. (Do not change your mind because you like someone else’s idea)  
· After discussing each of your ideas your group MUST agree on the final decisions.

Chapter 9: The Constitution: Final Party Plans
Name: __________________________Date: _____________
Group Members __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your job is to plan a party for your wonderful teacher, Miss Misko ( Please fill out the information below in order to help you plan your party. 

Location:

Where? _______________________________________________________
Time:


When? _______________________________________________________
What time? ____________________________________________________
Is it a surprise? _________________________________________________

Theme: 
What is the theme for the party? ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Decorations: 
What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
How many? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
What color? ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Food: 
What kind? (be descriptive) ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dessert:

What kind? ____________________________________________________

Describe it ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entertainment: 

What kind? ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Music: 
What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Games: 

What kind? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Prizes? _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Chapter 9: The Constitution: Party Planning Homework
Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
Use the lines below to answer each question in COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Make sure to use vocabulary learned from the text to support your answers. (ex. debated) 
How did you feel when working with your group members? What made you feel this way?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Were your ideas heard?  Why or why not? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did you learn about compromise?  Was it easy? Difficult?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Was it easy or difficult to plan the party? Explain your answer. (Why was it easy/difficult?)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After completing this activity, do you think it was easy or difficult for Congress to pass laws? Explain your answer.________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9: The Constitution: Party Planning Rubric

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________
Location






__/5

Time







__/5
Theme







__/5
Decorations





__/10

Food







__/10

Dessert






__/10

Entertainment





__/10

Music 







__/5
Games







__/10
Followed directions



__/10
Worked well with group


__/10 
Neatness






__/5
Handed in rubric




__/5

Grade







___/100










_______
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