The Causes of the Civil War
5th Grade – 60 Minutes
Hook: (think, pair, share) 5 minutes
Imagine you were just elected President. You won the support of the people and after a hard fought election, you are ready to fix problems in the country. What would you try to do? Work for world peace? Help create jobs? Protect the environment?
Objective:
Students will be able to identify the causes of the Civil War.
Lesson: (10-15 minutes) – Show Visual on Document Camera
Well in 1860, Abraham Lincoln was presented that very same question. Now that you are President, what are you going to do? The only difference was that in Lincoln’s case, the country was on the edge of crisis. 
There were many disagreements between different groups of people across the country. Now, we disagree about things all the time and we come to a compromise or collaboration. But in this time in history, people were so upset, so angry, sometimes violently angry, that they would not come to any agreements. 
The result of the disagreements, arguments, and anger was a civil war. The term “Civil War” means a war within the same country. Two groups both in the United States of America fought each other. The two opposing sides were the North and the South. 
Historians agree that there are many causes of the Civil War. The three main causes were:
1. Economic and social differences between the North and South
2. Arguments about the power of states versus the power of the national government
3. Fights about slavery. 

Activity
Today, we are going to do work in centers that teach us about these 3 causes of the Civil War. Rather than having YOU all move, the centers will simply rotate. Center 1 has readings and maps about the economic and social differences between the North and South. Center 2 has readings about the arguments over state versus national powers. Center 3 has information about the fights over slavery. While at each center, you are to use the materials to answer our guiding questions. You will answer the guiding questions for each center. The guiding questions are:
1. What happened? 
2. What does each side in the argument or fight think?
3. How did this help cause the civil war? 


Guided Practice: (15-20 minutes) Sheets Attached
Center work. 
Center 1:  Economic and social differences between the North and South
	
Center 2: Arguments about state vs. national government power	
	
Center 3: Fights over Slavery

Independent (or pair) Practice: (15 minutes)

Using the attached sheet Identify and explain the 3 causes of the civil war.

Assessment Slip

	HOMEWORK
Attached
	Read and answer the questions on Fort Sumter. 






Name: ______________________
Civil War Day 1				Notes Sheet
Quick Questions
1. The Industrial Revolution was a period in American history when people started manufacturing (making) things with ____________________ instead of their ________________. 
2. The Industrial Revolution was from about 1800 to ________________. 

What Would You Do?
Imagine you were just elected President of the United States. You won the support of the people and after a hard fought election, you are ready to fix problems in the country. What would you try to do?
If I was elected President I would __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The War Between the States
The result of the disagreements, arguments and anger was a ____________________. The term “_____________________” means a war within the same country. Two groups both in the United States of America fought each other. The two opposing sides were the _____________________and ________________.  
Historians agree that there are many causes of the Civil War. The three main causes were:
1. ________________ and _____________ differences between the North and South
2. Arguments about the power of ___________________ versus the power of the ___________________ government
3. Fights about ______________________. 
Name: _________________________
Centers – The 3 Causes of the Civil War 

Center # _______
1. What happened? 


2. What does each side in the argument or fight think?


3. How did this help cause the civil war? 


Center # _______
1. What happened? 


2. What does each side in the argument or fight think?


3. How did this help cause the civil war? 


Center # _______
1. What happened? 


2. What does each side in the argument or fight think?


3. How did this help cause the civil war? 


Independent Work 					Name: _________________________

Directions: Identify and explain the 3 causes of the Civil War.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment Slip						Name: _________________________

Read each statement below. If it is a cause of the Civil War, put a check (√) on the line. If it is not a cause of the Civil war, put an X on the line. 

________. There were economic and political disagreements between people in the East and West of the United States of America. 

________. There were economic and social differences between people in the North and South of the United States of America. 

________. People wanted the United States of America to expand and take over Mexico and Canada. 

________. There were arguments about the cost of fighting the British.

________. There were arguments over the power of states versus the power of the national government. 

________. People really liked Abraham Lincoln and wanted him to become President of the United States of America. 

________. People argued over Slavery. 




Name: _________________________
	Fort Sumter 
	  
	



2     Abraham Lincoln won the election in 1860. He would be the country's next president. At this point, it was clear that the country could not avoid a war. Within weeks of the election, Southern states started to secede from the North.
 
3     Fort Sumter was a fort in South Carolina. It sat near the water's edge and protected Charleston Harbor. After South Carolina left the North, they demanded that the fort surrender. At the time, Lincoln and the North government controlled the fort.
 
4     Lincoln did not want to give the fort up. He had been told that there weren't enough supplies in the fort to defend it. Lincoln came up with a plan. He would send a supply ship to the fort and tell the South Carolina governor it was coming. If the ship got through, the fort would have enough supplies to fight if needed, or the South would shoot at the ship. This would force them to fire the first shot and start a war.
 
5     The Confederate Commander in Charleston was General Beauregard. On April 11, 1861, he went to the fort. The man in charge at Fort Sumter was Major Robert Anderson. Beauregard said that the fort must be evacuated. If it wasn't, the Confederate Army would force everyone to leave.
 
6     Anderson told the man that the fort was almost out of food. If the army waited long enough, everyone would have to leave anyway. Anderson offered to leave by April 15 unless more supplies were delivered. At the time, more supplies were on the way from Lincoln.
 
7     The answer was not acceptable. Anderson was given an hour to leave or the fort would be attacked. On April 12, 1861, at 4:30 in the morning, the attack began at Fort Sumter. The Civil War had begun.
 
8     The fort wasn't only running out of food. They also didn't have a lot of ammunition. They waited almost two hours before returning fire. After the first shots, they fired very slowly in order to save their ammunition.
 
9     The men in the fort had been there for three months. They were tired and hungry from the lack of food. Yet they fought as hard as they could to protect the fort. Many times, cannonballs would land in wooden buildings and start fires. Each time the soldiers, with a little help from the rain that was falling, would put the fire out.
 
10     The first night, the men got very little sleep. They watched the boats that were in the harbor. They made sure that no one came toward the fort.
 
11     After a small breakfast the next morning, the men in the fort kept firing back. They still continued to fire slowly. They limited themselves to only one shot every ten minutes. Early in the morning, another wooden building caught fire. This time, the men could not put the fire out. Soon, most buildings were on fire. One building full of gunpowder was in danger of exploding.
 
12     The attack went on for about thirty-three hours. On April 14, 1861, Anderson was forced to surrender. He was running out of supplies. The supply ship had not made it to the fort. He knew that he had no choice.
 
13     No one was seriously hurt or killed on either side during the battle. Both sides met to discuss the terms of the surrender. Anderson was allowed to put up his flag for a one-hundred-gun salute. This was cut short when a cannon did not fire correctly. The accident killed two men.
 
14     The men left the fort. As they made their way north, they were greeted like heroes. When in New York, all the men were presented with medals for their bravery.
 
15     The country quickly realized there would be no turning back from war. Lincoln began to call for men to serve in the North Army. Men in the South volunteered to fight for the Confederates. People on both sides were sure that the war would be over in months. It would go on for four long years.
		1.  
	Who was in charge at Fort Sumter?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblea.jpg]  General Beauregard
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubbleb.jpg]  Abraham Lincoln
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblec.jpg]  Major Robert Anderson



		2.  
	What was the fort running out of?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblea.jpg]  Space
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubbleb.jpg]  Food
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblec.jpg]  Men




		3.  
	Who fired the first shot?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblea.jpg]  The North
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubbleb.jpg]  The South



		4.  
	How many men were killed during the battle?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblea.jpg]  Ten
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubbleb.jpg]  Zero
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/bubblec.jpg]  Five




		5.  
	Why did the men in the fort shoot back very slowly?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/wordline.gif]

[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/wordline.gif]




		6.  
	How long did the attack go on?
[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/wordline.gif]

[image: http://stories.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/wordline.gif]






Center 1
The Northern & Southern Economies

With Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin in 1793, cotton became very profitable. This machine was able to reduce the time it took to separate seeds from the cotton. However, at the same time the increase in the number of plantations willing to move from other crops to cotton meant the greater need for a large amount of cheap labor, i.e. slaves. 
Thus, the southern economy became a one crop economy, depending on cotton and therefore on slavery. On the other hand, the northern economy was based more on industry than agriculture. In fact, the northern industries were purchasing the raw cotton and turning it into finished goods. This disparity (difference) between the two set up a major difference in economic attitudes.
The South was based on the plantation system while the North was focused on city life. This change in the North meant that society evolved as people of different cultures and classes had to work together. On the other hand, the South continued to hold onto an outdated social order (white people in power). 
The Civil War affected the Northern economy in different ways than it did in the South. In some ways, the North was better off during the war. There were more factories and more miles of railroad in the North.  . Almost ninety percent of manufactured goods were made in the North. Many farmers went off to fight. More machines were then needed on farms to plant or harvest crops.
There weren't a lot of factories in the South. The people in the South were using cotton to get what they needed. The South would sell cotton to other parts of the country. It would then buy what it needed. The South's economy was built on the labor of slaves. African Americans were forced to work the farms and plantations where cotton was grown. Without their hard work, much of the cotton would be left to rot in the fields. There wouldn't be enough people to harvest it. The war hurt the cotton trade. 
     The North had more railroads than the South. There were about twenty thousand miles of railroad in the North. The South only had about nine thousand. The North also had ninety-six percent of the railroad equipment. This allowed it to quickly move goods and soldiers around the northern part of the country. But it was the South, who for the first time during a war, moved troops to a battle using a railroad.
            Much of the war was fought on Southern soil. Because of this, many of their farms and crops were destroyed. The North did not have this problem. When the war was over, men could go back to farms that had been well taken care of. People in the North did not have to worry about rebuilding that part of the country. This helped the North recover quickly from the Civil War.
  	




Center 2
States’ Rights versus National Rights
Since the time of the Revolution, two camps emerged: those arguing for greater states rights and those arguing that the federal government needed to have more control. 
The first organized government in the US after the American Revolution was under the Articles of Confederation. The thirteen states formed a loose confederation with a very weak federal government. However, when problems arose, the weakness of this form of government caused the leaders of the time to come together at the Constitutional Convention and create, in secret, the US Constitution. 
Strong proponents of states’ rights like Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry were not present at this meeting. Many felt that the new constitution ignored the rights of states to continue to act independently. They felt that the states should still have the right to decide if they were willing to accept certain federal acts. This resulted in the idea of nullification, whereby the states would have the right to rule federal acts unconstitutional. 
The federal government denied states this right. However, proponents such as John C. Calhoun fought strongly for nullification. When nullification would not work and states felt that they were no longer respected, they moved towards secession or breaking away from the United States of America. 



Center 3
The Fight over Slavery
As America began to expand (new western lands) the question of whether the new states joining the country would be slave or free. Slaves states were states where slavery was legal. Free states had banned (gotten rid of) slavery. 
The Missouri Compromise passed in 1820 made a rule that prohibited slavery in states in the west would be free states in the North and Slaves states in the South. 
The Compromise of 1850 was created by Henry Clay and others to deal with the balance between slave and free-states, northern and southern interests. One of the parts was the fugitive slave act which required captured run-away slaves to be returned to plantations in the South. 
Another issue that further increased tensions was the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. It created two new territories that would allow the states to vote to determine whether they would be free or slave. The real issue occurred in Kansas where pro-slavery people in Missouri would come into the state to vote and force it to be a slave state.
Problems came to a head in violence at Lawrence, Kansas. The fighting that occurred caused it to be called “Bleeding Kansas.” The fight even erupted on the floor of the senate when antislavery proponent Charles Sumner was beat over the head by South Carolina’s Senator Preston Brooks.
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