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The American Revolution
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 45 minutes

Lesson Summary:

The trials and tribulations to the colonists for fighting the war.
Objectives:

The students are going learn that even though the colonists were far weaker than the British; sheer will can conquer anything.   
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Key Terms:
Privateer (n); privately owned ship used by the colonists
Mercenary (n); paid soldiers
Revolution (n); an attempt to overthrow one government and replace it with another
Strategy (n); a plan
Historical Background for the Teachers:
King George III did not have an easy time getting his subjects to fight the colonists.  He had to hire mercenaries.  Also it was very expensive to send supplies over the ocean.  The colonists were not as easy to defeat as he had originally thought.  The colonists incorporated other segments of society into their war effort.  The colonists were still divided.  2/5’s of them were Patriots, 15 were Loyalists.

The colonists were still British and many had a hard time trying to break ties with England.  Also the Native Americans were divided.  Some tribes fought for the British and others fought for the colonists.  The British were victorious in fighting in the North.  Washington only fought when he absolutely had to.
On Christmas Day Washington crossed the Delaware River and captured 900 mercenaries in Trenton.  And then he captured 200 more in Princeton.  Then in 1777 General Burgoyne lost the Battle of Saratoga.  In 1778 Washington was at Valley Forge. Almost ¼ of the soldiers died from cold, disease, and lack of food. 
Franklin went to France to ask for more help.  When they heard about the victory at Saratoga they decided to help the colonists.   In 1778 France formally entered the war.  In June the French landed in the colonies and changed the outcome of the war.  Washington also received help from various European generals.
Fighting spread to the west and southwest in the states.  George Rogers Clark was very successful in the Ohio River Valley.  He forced the British to surrender.  In 1779 Spain officially entered the war.  The outcome of the war was decided in Georgia and the Carolinas. The British continued to win battles in the cities but lost in the countryside.  The colonists fought differently from the British.  They didn’t fight in straight rows.
The British surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia and the British went home.

Anticipatory Set:
The students are going to go over their battle plans and get their weapons.
Do Now Activity: 
They are going to divide themselves into their battle stances.
Procedures:
1. The students are going to go out to the playground

2. Myself and the parents are going to take up our positions

3. The battle is going to take place

4. By the end of the class period (better known as the Menon 6th grade class war) the students will have won
Homework:
They are to read the selection in the text on fighting and winning the war   
Assessment:
They and I are going to write a treaty
Extension:
The Treaty of Paris
Resources:
Build Our Nation text
Author of Lesson:
Jessica Menon
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