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Memorial Day
Grade Level: Kindergarten-1st grade

United States History
Time Required:  40 mins.

Lesson Summary:  

In a whole group setting, the teacher will introduce the lesson by presenting related vocabulary, assessing prior knowledge , and using visuals to engage students (posters, old calendars, magazines, an American flag, figurines, and trade books).  Next, the teacher will share the origins of and reasons why we celebrate Memorial Day. Related terms and vocabulary will be introduced and defined through discussion.  At the conclusion of the lesson, students will complete related art and language  arts activities including writing a short letter to a soldier.
Objectives:
· Students should be able to tell what a symbol is and give examples.
· Students should be able to write thoughtful messages of hope and support to U.S. troops.
· Students should be able to explore other ways to support America’s troops.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
· soldiers

· community service

· war

· troops

· letters

· e mail

· Memorial Day

· Veteran’s Day

· American Flag
Historical Background for the Teachers:  
Only months after the end of the American Civil War (1861-1865), a small town druggist named Henry Welles began to plan a day of remembrance for the war’s casualties.  On May5th, 1866, in the little upstate New York town of Waterloo, citizens gathered to decorate the graves of the town’s dead soldiers with flowers and wreathes.  They called it Decoration Day.  Two years later, General John A. Logan, Commander in Chief of the Union Army, ordered that May 30th be set aside each year “for strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country. ..” The idea spread rapidly through the Northern states, and in 1882 the ceremony was designated Memorial Day.

Many Sothern States chose other springtime dates to honor their war dead, but as the Civil War receded into history, the nation came together on a single day, now the last Monday in May,  to pay honor to all those who have died defending their homeland.

Anticipatory Set:

Share informative and entertaining books with your students, such as Christin Ditchfield’s Memorial Day, or Theresa Golding’s Memorial Day Surprise.  Afterwards, students may draw to express their feelings about the sacrifices of people who fight for our nation’s freedom.
Do Now Activity: 

Play prerecorded or sing common patriotic songs. Urge students to join in if they are familiar with any. In addition read various Memorial Day poems.  Encourage students to echo the poems with you. Follow up with discussion about the meaning of the words and how it connects to the pride we should have for all who have served in the armed forces.
Procedures:
Materials:

· Internet access (optional)
· Pencils, paper

            Key words:

· Soldiers

· Community service

· War

· Troops

· Letters

· E mail

· Memorial Day

· American Flag

This lesson offers ideas for students who would like to send messages to soldiers who are fighting for our country or serving in other ways.

Begin by reading Christin Ditchfield’s Memorial Day or Theresa Golding’s, Memorial Day Surprise.
 Next, display and discuss the importance of the American Flag and what it symbolizes not only to soldiers, but to Americans as well.  It would be a perfect time to recite the the Pledge of Allegiance or sing the National Anthem.  

Follow up with an art activity (color a pre printed template of the American Flag) or create a decorative hand held craft.  

Finally, students will create letters of appreciation and thanks to troops currently serving our country.  Through letter writing, you will teach about the meaning of Memorial Day holiday and, at the same time, offer your students real-life Language Arts practice in the art of letter writing and thank you notes.

Obviously, kindergarten students will need assistance in writing their notes. Teacher’s should provide story starters and students will complete the sentences will assistance.

Homework:
Bring in old magazine, post cards, or downloaded photos/pictures of soldiers, flags, and patriotic symbols.
Assessment:
Students should be able to state why we celebrate Memorial Day, who we are recognizing and honoring, and state some of the symbols that represent that day.
Extension:
As an extension activity, you might use “puzzlemaker”, a website designed to create a crossword puzzle or word search with Memorial Day vocabulary words customized for your students’ grade level.

Students may also create a large class collage or mural including pictures, photos, vocabulary words, and personal art work to display in the school hallway or within the classroom. The caption might read

“We remembered”  “Recognize Memorial Day”/
Resources:
Beth Lewis, About.com guide

Gary Hopkins, National Standards, originally published 05/16/2003

Education World article, Lessons in Life:Connecting Kids and Soldiers.

www.FunLessonPlans.com
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