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Abraham Lincoln - Life of Abraham Lincoln 
Grade Level: 5
United States History
Time Required: 5 Class Periods

Lesson Summary:

In the following social studies lesson, students will learn important, key events of
Abraham Lincoln’s life, learn his role in the Civil War, and understand the importance of
the Emancipation Proclamation, and how Abraham Lincoln helped to abolish slavery.
This is a great lesson for around Presidents Day. There is also an option to integrate this
lesson with music.


Objectives:

The students should be able to: 
1. Students will learn important, key events of Abraham Lincoln's life.

2. Students will understand Abraham Lincoln's role in the Civil War.

3. Students will understand the importance of the Emancipation Proclamation, and how Abraham Lincoln helped to abolish slavery.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
1. President-n- an official chosen to preside over a meeting or assembly 

2. Assassinate- v- the slandering of a person usually with the intention of destroying public confidence in that person 

3. Plantations-n- a usually large group of plants and especially trees under cultivation 
4. War –n- a state of usually open and declared armed hostile conflict between states or nations 

5. Civil War-n- a war between opposing groups of citizens of the same country 
6. slave-n- a person held in servitude as the chattel of another 
 7. Leader-n- a person or thing that leads.
8.  Emancipation Proclamation-n- the proclamation issued by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863, freeing the slaves in those territories still in rebellion against the Union. 
9. hero-n a person admired for qualities or achievements, role model
Historical Background for the Teachers:
  Early Life

Lincoln was born on Feb. 12, 1809, in a log cabin in Hardin County, Ky. Indians had killed his grandfather, this tragedy left his father, Thomas Lincoln, "a wandering laboring boy" who "grew up, literally without education." Thomas, nevertheless, became a skilled carpenter and purchased three farms in Kentucky before the Lincolns left the state. Little is known about Lincoln's mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Abraham had an older sister, Sarah, and a younger brother, Thomas, who died in infancy. 

In 1816 the Lincolns moved to Indiana, partly on account of slavery. Lincoln's parents belonged to a faction of the Baptist church that disapproved of slavery, and this affiliation may account for Abraham's later statement that he was "naturally anti-slavery" and could not remember when he "did not so think, and feel." 

Lincoln's mother died in 1818, and the following year his father married a Kentucky widow, Sarah Bush Johnston. In 1830 the Lincolns left Indiana for Illinois. Abraham made a flatboat trip to New Orleans, and in 1831 he left home for New Salem, in Sangamon County near Springfield. The separation may have been made easier by Lincoln's estrangement from his father, of whom he spoke little in his mature life. In New Salem, Lincoln tried various occupations and served briefly in the Black Hawk War (1832). This military interlude was uneventful except for the fact that he was elected captain of his volunteer company, a distinction that gave him "much satisfaction." It opened new avenues for his life. 

Lawyer and U.S. Representative

Encouraged by Whig legislator John Todd Stuart, Lincoln became a lawyer in 1836, and in 1837 he moved to Springfield, where he became Stuart's law partner. With a succession of partners, including Stephen T. Logan and William H. Herndon, Lincoln built a successful practice. Lincoln courted Mary Todd, a Kentuckian of much more genteel origins than he. After a brief postponement of their engagement, which plummeted Lincoln into a deep spell of melancholy, they were married on Nov. 4, 1842. They had four sons: Robert Todd (1843-1926), Edward Baker (1846-50), William Wallace (1850-62), and Thomas "Tad" (1853-71). Mary Todd Lincoln was a Presbyterian, but her husband was never a church member. 

Lincoln served one term (1847-49) as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, where he opposed the Mexican War--Whigs did everywhere--as unnecessary and unconstitutional. This opposition was not a function of internationalist sympathy for Mexico put of feeling that the Democratic president, James Polk, had violated the Constitution. Lincoln had been indifferent about the annexation of Texas, already a slave territory, but he opposed any expansion that would allow slavery into new areas; hence, he supported the Wilmot Proviso, which would have barred slavery from any territory gained as a result of the Mexican War. He did not run for Congress again, returning instead to Springfield and the law. 

The Slavery Issue and the Lincoln-Douglas Debates

Lincoln was losing interest in politics when the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed by Congress in 1854. This legislation opened lands previously closed to slavery to the possibility of its spread by local option.  Lincoln viewed the provisions of the act as immoral. Although he was not an abolitionist and thought slavery unassailably protected by the Constitution in states where it already existed, Lincoln also thought that America's founders had put slavery on the way to "ultimate extinction" by preventing its spread to new territories. He saw this act, which had been sponsored by Democratic Senator Stephen A. Douglas, as a new and alarming development. 

Lincoln vied for the U.S. Senate in 1855 but eventually threw his support to Lyman Trumbull. In 1856 he joined the newly formed Republican Party, and two years later he campaigned for the Senate against Douglas. In his speech at Springfield in acceptance of the Republican senatorial nomination (June 16, 1858) Lincoln suggested that Douglas, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, and Democratic presidents Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan had conspired to nationalize slavery. In the same speech he expressed the view that the nation would become either all slave or all free: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." 

The underdog in the senatorial campaign, Lincoln wished to share Douglas's fame by appearing with him in debates. Douglas agreed to seven debates.  Lincoln knew that Douglas--now fighting the Democratic Buchanan administration over the constitution to be adopted by Kansas--had alienated his Southern support; and he feared Douglas's new appeal to eastern Republicans now that Douglas was battling the South. Lincoln's strategy, therefore, was to stress the gulf of principle that separated Republican opposition to slavery as a moral wrong from the moral indifference of the Democrats, embodied in legislation allowing popular sovereignty to decide the fate of each territory. Douglas, Lincoln insisted, did not care whether slavery was "voted up or voted down." By his vigorous showing against the famous Douglas, Lincoln won the debates and his first considerable national fame. He did not win the Senate seat, however; the Illinois legislature, dominated by Democratic holdovers in the upper house, elected Douglas. 

Election to the Presidency

In February 1860, Lincoln made his first major political appearance in the Northeast when he addressed a rally at the Cooper Union in New York. He was now sufficiently well known to be a presidential candidate. At the Republican national convention in Chicago in May, William H. Seward was the leading candidate. Seward, however, had qualities that made him undesirable in the critical states the Republicans had lost in 1856: Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, and New Jersey. As a result Lincoln won the nomination by being the second choice of the majority. 

He went on to win the presidential election, defeating the Northern Democrat Douglas, the Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, and the Constitutional Union candidate John Bell. Lincoln selected a strong cabinet that included all of his major rivals for the Republican nomination: Seward as secretary of state, Salmon P. Chase as secretary of the treasury, and Edward Bates as attorney general. 

By the time of Lincoln's inauguration in March 1861, seven states had seceded from the Union. His conciliatory inaugural address had no effect on the South, and, against the advice of a majority of his cabinet, Lincoln decided to send provisions to Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor. The fort was a symbol of federal authority--conspicuous in the state that had led secession, South Carolina--and it would soon have had to be evacuated for lack of supplies. On Apr. 12, 1861, South Carolina fired on the fort, and the Civil War began. 

The Civil War

As a commander in chief Lincoln was soon noted for vigorous measures, sometimes at odds with the Constitution and often at odds with the ideas of his military commanders. After a period of initial support and enthusiasm for George B. McClellan, Lincoln's conflicts with that Democratic general helped to turn the latter into his presidential rival in 1864. Famed for his clemency for court-martialed soldiers, Lincoln nevertheless took a realistic view of war as best prosecuted by killing the enemy. Above all, he always sought a general, no matter what his politics, who would fight. He found such a general in Ulysses S. Grant, to whom he gave overall command in 1864. Thereafter, Lincoln took a less direct role in military planning, but his interest never wavered, and he died with a copy of Gen. William Sherman's orders for the March to the Sea in his pocket. 

Politics vied with war as Lincoln's major preoccupation in the presidency. The war required the deployment of huge numbers of men and quantities of materiel; for administrative assistance, therefore, Lincoln turned to the only large organization available for his use, the Republican party. With some rare but important exceptions (for example, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton), Republicans received the bulk of the civilian appointments from the cabinet to the local post offices. Lincoln tried throughout the war to keep the Republican Party together and never consistently favored one faction in the party over another. Military appointments were divided between Republicans and Democrats. 

Democrats accused Lincoln of being a tyrant because he proscribed civil liberties. For example, he suspended the writ of habeas corpus in some areas as early as Apr. 27, 1861, and throughout the nation on Sept. 24, 1862, and the administration made over 13,000 arbitrary arrests. On the other hand, Lincoln tolerated virulent criticism from the press and politicians, often restrained his commanders from overzealous arrests, and showed no real tendencies toward becoming a dictator. There was never a hint that Lincoln might postpone the election of 1864, although he feared in August of that year that he would surely lose to McClellan. Democrats exaggerated Lincoln's suppression of civil liberties, in part because wartime prosperity robbed them of economic issues and in part because Lincoln handled the slavery issue so skillfully. 

The Constitution protected slavery in peace, but in war, Lincoln came to believe, the commander in chief could abolish slavery as a military necessity. The preliminary Emancipation Proclamation of Sept. 22, 1862, bore this military justification, as did all of Lincoln's racial measures, including especially his decision in the final proclamation of Jan. 1, 1863, to accept blacks in the army. By 1864, Democrats and Republicans differed clearly in their platforms on the race issue: Lincoln's endorsed the 13TH Amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery, whereas McClellan's pledged to return to the South the rights it had had in 1860. 

Lincoln's victory in that election thus changed the racial future of the United States. It also agitated Southern-sympathizer and Negrophobe John Wilkes Booth, who began to conspire first to abduct Lincoln and later to kill him. On Apr. 14, 1865, five days after Robert E. Lee's surrender to Grant at Appomattox Court House, Lincoln attended a performance of Our American Cousin at Ford's Theatre in Washington. There Booth entered the presidential box and shot Lincoln. The next morning at 7:22 Lincoln died. 

Lincoln's achievements--saving the Union and freeing the slaves--and his martyrdom just at the war's end assured his continuing fame. No small contribution was made by his eloquence as exemplified in the Gettysburg Address (Nov. 19, 1863), in which he defined the war as a rededication to the egalitarian ideals of the Declaration of Independence, and in his second inaugural address. 

FAST FACTS:

Birthday: February 12, 1809
Birthplace: Hardin County, Kentucky 

Religion: Presbyterian (never joined any church)

Occupation or Profession: Clerk, Store Owner, Military, Lawyer

Military Rank: Captain

Married: (November 4, 1842) Mary Todd

Children: Robert Todd Lincoln, Edward Baker Lincoln, William Wallace Lincoln, Thomas Lincoln. Three sons predeceased Abraham

President number: 16

Political Party: Republican

Vice President: Hannibal Hamlin - Andrew Johnson

Age at Inauguration: 52

Served: 1861-1865

Number of terms: 2

Other Offices or Commissions: House of Representatives (Illinois - 1847-1849), State Legislature (Illinois 1834-1842), Postmaster of New Salem, Illinois

Died: April 15, 1865

Age at Death: 56

Place of Burial: Springfield, Illinois

Anticipatory Set:

 Query students to determine their familiarity with the term president.  Remind students that a president must possess various charctericts.
Do Now Activity: 

Students will work in small groups for a few minutes and make a list of characteristics of a president and/or leader.
Procedures:
Introduction
1. The teacher shows the class a five-dollar bill and asks them who the president on it is.
2. The teacher then asks the students what they know about
Abraham Lincoln. Ex) he had a beard, he was really honest, he lived in a log cabin, etc.
3. The teacher introduces the Abraham Lincoln Song by singing the first verse and the chorus.
THEABRAHAM LINCOLN SONG

(Adapted from the tune, Short'nin' Bread (a plantation song))*

1. Abraham Lincoln, 1809

He was born in a cabin of Pine

In Kentucky, on a winter’s day

Everyone said “Hip, Hip, and Hooray”

Chorus:

Abraham Lincoln did great things, great things

Abraham Lincoln did a lot of great things

Abraham Lincoln did great things, great things

2. Abraham Lincoln, 1860,

Becomes the 16th president, isn't that nif-ty.

He was a Republican against slav-er-y,

He celebrated the vic-tor-y.

Chorus

3. Abraham Lincoln, 1861,

Civil War begins, hey let’s keep the nation one.

The South wanted to secede but he said, "No!"

We must stay a Union so please don't go.

Chorus

4. Abraham Lincoln, 1863,

Emancipation Proclamation set the slaves free.

They no longer had to work for free,

They now had freedom like you and me!

Chorus

5. Abraham Lincoln, 1865,

Won the Civil War, the Union had survived.

Later that year, it's sad but the truth,

He was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth.

Chorus

*Beall, P.C. (1989). Wee Sing: Fun

'N Folk. Los Angeles: Price Stern Sloan, Inc.
ACTIVITIES
1. Students begin by singing the first verse and chorus of the song with the teacher this time.
2. Students are then are asked what they think life would be like growing up in a log cabin.
3. Students then will be taught aspects of Abraham Lincoln's life: (pictures will be shown and
passed around) How he grew up, schooling, home life, early jobs, marriage and family, as a lawyer
4. 2nd verse of the song will then be sung by the class.
5. Class will then talk about the election: How he beat the two Democrats and his stance on slavery
6. 3rd verse of the song will be sung by the class.
7. Teacher goes over what the class reviewed earlier about the Civil War
8. Pictures of Lincoln and the Civil War will be shown and passed around.
9. 4th verse of the song will be sung by the class.
10. The class will be taught about the Emancipation Proclamation, and be shown pictures of: 
Plantations, Slaves working in the fields, going from slavery to the army.
11. 5th verse of the song will be sung by the class.
12. Students will be taught about Abraham Lincoln's Assassination.
Who did it? (John Wilkes Booth)
Where? (Ford's Theater, while attending a play)
Why? (Will be discussed)
Conclusion
1. Students given a brief review of what was learned through the lesson.
2. Students will be asked what they think the greatest thing Abraham Lincoln did was.

Extension
1.  Students put in groups of 3, given an age-appropriate Abraham Lincoln biography, and asked to write a new verse to the Abraham Lincoln Song.
Evaluation
Following the extension portion of the lesson, the students will be asked to write a short paragraph of what they think Abraham Lincoln's greatest feat was and why. This will be handed in and evaluated by the teacher.

Homework

Write a report on Abraham Lincoln and his accomplishments in life. 

Assessment


Following the extension portion of the lesson, the students will be asked to write a short paragraph of 
what they think Abraham Lincoln's greatest feat was and why. This will be handed in and evaluated by 
the teacher. 
Resources:
Books:

Lincoln: A Life of Purpose and Power by Richard Carwardine  2007[image: image1.wmf]
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Richard Carwardine (Author) 

› Visit Amazon's Richard Carwardine Page
Find all the books, read about the author, and more.

See search results for this author 

Are you an author? Learn about Author Central 

Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era  James M. McPherson 1988
Who Was Abraham Lincoln? by Janet Pascal, Nancy Harrison and John O'Brien 2008
Abe's Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln by Doreen Rappaport and Kadir Nelson 2008
Abraham Lincoln (In Their Own Words) by George Sullivan 2001

Abraham Lincoln: A New Birth of Freedom (Heroes of History) by Janet Benge and Geoff Benge 2001

If You Grew Up with Abraham Lincoln by Ann McGovern and George Ulrich 1992

Websites:

http://www.surfnetkids.com/abraham_lincoln.htm
http://www.kids.gov/k_5/k_5_social.shtml
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/presidents-day/abraham-lincoln/
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