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Jamestown Fort Jamestown, Virginia
Grade Level: 2-3
United States History
Time Required: 1 hour

Lesson Summary:

Given maps and symbols of the Jamestown Fort, the students will put them in the correct location as well as produce a key.
Objectives:

SWBT(1) describe how the local community has changed physically and demographically over time. (2) 
The students will describe our nation as composed of states and locate the following on a map of the United States: Washington, D.C.; the state of Virginia.(3) The students will demonstrate map skills by constructing a simple map of the North American continent, which will include the essential map elements of title, scale, key, directional indicator and date.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	


Key Terms:
Map, title, scale, cardinal directions, date, north, south, east, west, map key, colonist, colony
Historical Background for the Teachers: 
The Jamestown Fort was triangular and founded near water for important reasons. The water was used for making food, drinking and bathing. The water also allowed for shipping goods and transporting the colonists. The Jamestown church was the site of the first general assembly and the walls, guard posts, fences and gates were erected for safety and protection.  All of the supplies and tools were located in one of two storehouses. Colonists lived in one of the four rows of houses.  The market place is the colonial version of our grocery stores. The trench served as a place for hiding and an agricultural feature.

Shifflett, Crandall “Jamestown Fort, 1607. Virtual Jamestown 1998.27 Feb 2009 <http://www.virtualjamestown.org/map5.html>  

Anticipatory Set:
Begin by asking the students to name different buildings that we have in our community today such as, Wal-Mart, McDonalds, etc. Then ask the students what they think the colonists may have had in their colony.  Tell students that today we will be looking at a map of the Jamestown Fort in 1607 to see what they had then compared to now.
Do Now Activity: 
Begin by reviewing the location of Jamestown. Ask students where it is located (in Virginia along the James River). Have one student locate Virginia on a globe. Ask students to give reasons why we use maps. Answers may range from providing directions and information to knowledge of unknown places. Hand out maps and symbols. Tell students that the pictures are symbols that we will place on the map. Ask students if they know what a symbol is. If no one knows tell that that symbols serve as a representation of the real thing. For example, we cannot put a real church on the map so we may use a picture of a church to show where the church is located. Hold up each symbol and tell students what they represent so there is no confusion. Also, explain the importance of each symbol. 
Procedures:
Pass out the blank map with the key border. Have students glue the symbols in the correct spot. Ask students if the know what a map key or legend is.  If not, tell them that a key is a list of the symbols that are on a map. Draw a box on the transparency to represent the key. Take the picture of the church and place it in the box. Beside it write “church”. Have students try one with you. Demonstrate how a symbol is placed on a map using the transparency.  Find the icon that corresponds to the church from the list below the map, which is a+.  Remove the symbol for the church out of the Ziploc bag. Place the picture of the church on the correct number. Take one of the “gates”, have students hold it up, locate the correct number, and place the symbol in the correct location on their maps. Move around the room checking for understanding and answering any questions. Once students understand the concept move on. If not, go back and check again for understanding.
Homework:
Have students describe what people may learn from the Jamestown map and key that each student made. Ask students to complete a journal writing telling the purpose for each map key and symbols.
Assessment:
Have students to another example with you as you circulate the room to check for understanding. Once students understand the concept move on. If not, go back to the guided practice and check for understanding again. Have students finish the map by adding the title and date. Finally, ask students questions to ensure the concepts are understood.
Extension:
Student could make a model of the Jamestown Fort as a side project at home.
Resources:
Materials/Time Needed : Transparency of the Jamestown Fort, one set of symbols.
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