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Grade Level: Second Grade
United States History
Time Required: One school year to make a Hero Calendar (one Hero a month) 

Lesson Summary: This lesson uses the lives of extraordinary Americans to teach history. 
Objectives:
- The student thinks chronologically. Therefore, the student is able to appreciate historical perspectives describing the past on its own terms, through the eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, debates, arts, artifacts, and the like.

- The student engages in historical analysis and interpretation. Therefore, the student is able to consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past by demonstrating their differing motives, beliefs, interests, hopes, and fears.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Antebellum America 1860 
	Time Period
	20th Century 

	State and Local Government 
	Politeia/Regime
	Democratic Republic 

	White Male Landowners
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	All Americans (We The People)

	State Constitutions 
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	The US Constitution 

	Rights of the privileged class 
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Social Justice/Equal rights for all

	


Key Terms: Biography, Social Justice, slavery, protest, organization, liberty, The US Constitution, civil disobedience, rights, privilege, segregation, Montgomery Bus Boycott, Freedom Riders, Voting Rights Act of 1965  
Historical Background for the Teachers:
  The issue of slavery can be extremely uncomfortable for teachers and students. It is an unavoidable part of American history and it is inseparable from the study of African American History. There is also amid the sadness, and devastation stories of true courage and inspiration. Every American needs a working understanding of slavery’s complicated role in our history; for future scholars, such knowledge is absolutely essential. Discussing slavery in depth and explaining where enslaved people came from, what they endured, and how they overcame their hardships will help our students build this necessary background knowledge. 


African Americans were enslaved on small farms, large plantations, in cities and towns, inside homes, out in the fields, and in industry and transportation. Though slavery had such a wide variety of faces, the underlying concepts were always the same. Slaves were considered property, and they were property because they were black. Their status as property was enforced by violence -- actual or threatened. People, black and white, lived together within these parameters, and their lives together took many forms. 


Enslaved African Americans could never forget their status as property, even if it could be said that their “owners” treated them well. According to Walter Hawkins slaves constantly talked about the possibility of escape: "There arose in some an irrepressible desire for freedom which no danger or power could restrain, no hardship deterred, and no bloodhound could alarm. This desire haunted them night and day; they talked about it to each other in confidence; they knew that the system which bound them was as unjust as it was cruel, and that they ought to strive, as a duty to themselves and their children, to escape from it". From the quiet determination of the enslaved African and the willingness to steal themselves, to the expressed outrage by supportive Whites and Free Blacks. The abolitionist movement was documented and attempted to achieve immediate emancipation of all slaves. Heroes of Social Justice of this era include, but are not limited to Fredrick Douglas, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Lucria Mott, William Lloyd Garrison. Social justice generally refers to the idea of creating a society or institution that is based on the principles of equality and solidarity, that understands and values human rights, and that recognizes the dignity of every human being.


The Civil Rights Movement in America in the 1960s was significant and eventful. The era was marked by protests against racial segragation, the Vietnam War and passing of the most advanced civil rights laws. 100 years after the Civil War and the abolition of slavery the fundamental prize sought by the civil rights movement was something that African Americans had never known: full legal equality. The civil rights movement can be defined as a mass popular movement to secure for African Americans equal access to and opportunities for the basic privileges and rights of U.S. citizenship. Although the roots of the civil rights movement go back to the 19th century, the movement peaked in the 1950s and 1960s. African American men and women, along with whites, organized and led the movement at national and local levels. They pursued their goals through legal means, negotiations, petitions, and nonviolent protest demonstrations. The largest social movement of the 20th century, the civil rights movement influenced the modern women's rights movement and the student movement of the 1960s. Heroes of Social Justice of this era include but are not limited to Ella Baker , Fanny Lou Hammer, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Malcom X, and Ruby Bridges.  

Anticipatory Set:
(Each month as close to the particular hero’s birthday read a children’s version of their biography) 

Do Now Activity: 
Writing Journals - write a short note to this month’s hero telling them how you feel about their story. 

Procedures:

I. Define “Hero”
A.  Who are heroes? 
B. Why are they heroes?
II. Heroic or Historic - explaining the personal nature of choosing a Hero
III.  Investigating voices from the past
IV.  Celebrating Heroes 
V.  Writing to and about our Heroes 
Homework: 
Conduct interviews with family members or friends to learn stories from the past and be prepared to share a story unique to each student's family. 

Assessment:
Each student will present their own personal hero and a Thank you letter written to that hero. 

(Rubric for a Friendly Letter)
Extension:
Making a Heroes Calendar 

Students can make their own handmade calendars using the Heroes focused on throughout the school year. This also allows students to learn how calendars work, how to read one, and how to use one. Students can use computer programs to print calendars and images of seleted heroes.  
The Country Bunny and the Little Gold Shoes, written by Dubose Heyward and illustrated by Marjorie Flack (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1999)

The Little Engine That Could, written by Watty Piper and illustrated by George Hauman and Doris Hauman (Penguin Putnam, 1999)

The Little Red Lighthouse and the Great Gray Bridge, written by Hildegarde H. Swift and illustrated by Lynd Ward (Harcourt Children's Books, 1974)

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile, written and illustrated by Bernard Waber (Houghton Mifflin Co., 2000)

Make Way for Ducklings, written and illustrated by Robert McCloskey (Penguin Putnam, 1999)

The Story of Ferdinand, written by Munro Leaf and illustrated by Robert Lawson (Penguin Putnam, 1993)

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel, written and illustrated by Virginia Lee Burton (Weston Woods Studios, Inc.)

The Velveteen Rabbit, written by Margery Williams and illustrated by William Nicholson (Morrow/Avon, 1999)
Author of Lesson: Leslie Sanders 
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