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Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad[Click here to add Title]
Grade Level: LLD 3/4th[Click here to add Grade Level]

United States History

Time Required: one week[Click here to add the time needed to complete]


Lesson Summary:


Students will define the role Harriet Tubman played in the Underground Railroad[Click here to add Lesson Summary]
Objectives:


Students will define and discuss basic tenets of Underground Railroad including time period and key facts therein. Students will briefly describe Tubman's background and antecedents the relate to her participation in the Underground Railroad. Students will list and describe Tubman's major contributions to the movement[Click here to add Objectives]
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:

Underground Railroad          n.        system for allowing fugitive slaves to escape to northern US or Canada

fugitive                                  n.        person fleeing from intolerable circumstances

slave                                      n.        person made to work/live in setting against their will/denial of freedom

Harriet Tubman                     n.        excaped slave and leader for the Underground Railroad

abolitionist                            n.         person who stood against slavery/ person that wanted to abolish slavery

[Click here to add Key Terms, then tab to add speech and tab to add definition]
Historical Background for the Teachers:

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery on or about 1820; her grandmother was brought over from what is now known as Ghana; this is the only known fact about her ancestry. Ms. Tubman was born with the name Araminta Ross. She later changed her name to Harriet Tubman. As an adolescent, Ms. Tubman was caught in a struggle between an overseer and another escaped slave and was struck in the head by an iron weight. For the rest of her life she suffered from seizures and narcoleptic sleeping spells. She also experienced visions which she attributed to the divine work of God. Ms. Tubman escaped from her enslavement in Maryland in 1849 at the age of 29. She used the Underground Railroad to do so and found herself a free woman in Pennsylvania. She returned to Maryland many times to leading hundreds of slaves to freedom in the north. When the Fugitive Slave Act was passed in 1850, she began leading freed slaves to Canada. Her nickname became “Moses” and her reputation grew with each passing year.

   The Undergound Railroad was a euphemistic and metaphoric term for a movement led by abolitionists in both the northern and southern United States. White and black individuals formed a complex and secret avenue of escape; an escaped slave or slaves would often travel at night, stopping along the way at various houses or farms for food and shelter as they made their way up north.  The Underground Railroad continued its stations all the to Canada after the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850. 

     [Click here to add Historical Background]  

Anticipatory Set:

Read a short book on life of Harriet Tubman “Harriet Tubman and the Underground  Railroad”[Click here to add Anticipatory set]
Do Now Activity: 

Ask the question, “Who can tell me one thing they remember about Harriet Tubman?”[Click here to add Do Now Activity]
Procedures:

Students will go into groups of 4 and brainstorm 3 facts they remember about Underground Railroad and 3 facts about Harriet Tubman. The groups will come back to class and we will list Railroad on one side and Tubman facts on the other on board. Students will use class list of facts to graph the same on their own paper. Students will then write a brief report/essay on the Underground Railroad, using the facts on board or desk. Students will then (next day) write brief report on Harriet Tubman, using facts from board and/or desk. Students will then (next day) write a “letter” to Ms. Tubman, expressing how they feel about her life as a slave and slavery in general. Students will read their letters to class and use pictures provided by teacher to make a collage of he life of Ms. Tubman (last day). Pictures will be from computer and will reflect various aspects of slavery including pictures of Ms. Tubman. [Click here to add Procedures]
Homework:

Students will complete sentences with word bank that reflect facts on Underground Railroad and Ms. Tubman's involvement with same. [Click here to add Homework]
Assessment:

Students' two essays and letter will be assessed using NJ Rubric for writing. Students will rewrite both after conferencing with teacher. Letter will be assessed using NJ Rubric. [Click here to add Assessment]
Extension:

Students could continue research with Ms. Tubman's work during the Civil War.[Click here to add Extension]
Resources:

[Click here to add resources like tables, charts, maps, etc]

Author of Lesson:

Susan McCarthy[Click here to add Author(s) name(s)]
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