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Declaration of Independence
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 45 minutes

Lesson Summary:

This lesson will be how the Declaration of Independence came about and what it really meant.
Objectives:

The students are going to write their own declaration to myself and their parents.   
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Key Terms:
Petition (n); written request signed by many people
Declaration (n); a statement explaining one’s position

Treason (n); revolt against the government

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Thomas Paine write Common Sense, a pamphlet that stated that independence from Britain was the only way the colonists could be free.  Soon Congress asked Thomas Jefferson to draft the Declaration of Independence.  The document explains the colonists wishes to be free based on the actions of the British.
July 4, 1776 Congress approved the Declaration of Independence.  This was actually a document of treason.  The document was written for wealthy white men and did not include any other segment of society.

Anticipatory Set:
I am going to hand the students a list of demands based on their behaviors and my needs.
Do Now Activity: 
The students are going to write respond to my list of demands in their journals.
Procedures:
1. The students are going to get into pairs and they are going to write their own Declaration of Independence to me
2. They are then going to get together as a class

3. They are going to use chart paper and only include the most powerful stance in their stance that they are going to compile as a class

4. They are then going to present this paper to me

Homework:
They are to read the selection in the text on the Declaration of Independence   
Assessment:
They are going to be assessed based on their pairs’ written declarations
Extension:
The American Revolution
Resources:
Build Our Nation text
Author of Lesson:
Jessica Menon
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