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Boston Massacre
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 45 minutes

Lesson Summary:

Boston’s lack of compliance led Parliament to pass a harsh new set of laws.
Objectives:

The students are to see that the more they resist Britain’s tyranny, the more tyrannical Britain became.   
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Key Terms:
Massacre (n); a killing of a number of defenseless people
Propaganda (n); information used to win support of a cause
Patriot (n); people lo people loyal to the colonies
Loyalist (n); people loyal to Britain
Committee of correspondence (n); network by which the colonies were able to communicate with each other
Historical Background for the Teachers:
March 5, 1970 was the Boston Massacre.  A group of colonists began throwing snowballs at some British soldiers.  Confusion mounted as mob mentality took over and a soldier fired his gun.  Soon other soldiers fired theirs and by the time the shooting was done 3 colonists had been killed.  The colonists called the incident the Boston Massacre.
During this same time the East India Company was permitted to send its tea to the colonies without paying a tax.  The company was able to lower its price and sell more tea; but the colonists had to continue to pay tax on the tea.  The East India Company also determined which stores could sell the tea. The Sons of Liberty decided to strike again so they went to the docks where all the British ships were docked and dumped the tea overboard and then cleaned up the ships.

Soon Parliament responded by sending what the colonists called the Intolerable Acts.  The Boston port was closed until the colony paid for the tea.  The king would select the colonies officials.  Colonists had to give room and board to British soldiers, and town meetings had to be watched and the governor had to approve the agendas.

The other colonies heard what was happening in Boston and sent supplies to keep the colonists alive.  The colonists also established the committees of correspondence in which to communicate with each other so they knew what Britain was mandating in each colony.
1774 the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. It was decided to stop all trade with Britain.  They also advised that the colonies should start training soldiers.
Anticipatory Set:
I am going to ask the students to read their letters to me.  
Do Now Activity: 
The students are going to write in their journals how they are going to counter the demands that I have now placed on them regarding renting pencils and paying for each piece of paper I give to them.
Procedures:
1. The students are going to come together as a group
2. They are going to devise a plan as to how to handle the demands I’ve placed on them

3. I am then going to ask the students to carry out their tactics

4. I am then going to take my action against their actions

5. When they have done their bidding and I have done mine they are going to take another venn diagram

6. They are going to note what I did and what they did

Homework:
They are to read the selection in the text on the Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, and the Intolerable Acts..  They are to list the outcomes of the First Continental Congress. 
Assessment:
They are to write a plan as to how they are going to organize themselves against me.  I shall also present a plan on how I am going to keep my control over them.
Extension:
The American Revolution
Resources:
Build Our Nation text
Venn diagrams
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