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Beginning of the Revolution
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 45 minutes

Lesson Summary:

This lesson will be about the first battles of the American Revolution.
Objectives:

The students will learn that the colonists had no other choice but to go to war.   
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Key Terms:
Militia (n); an army made up of ordinary citizens
Minutemen (n); colonists who were ready to fight within a minute’s notice
Delegate (n); people chosen to represent a group of people
Casualty (n); people killed, wounded, and missing during battle
Fortify (v); to strengthen
Historical Background for the Teachers:
In Massachusetts a militia was organized.  They called themselves the Minutemen.  The Minutemen were collection weapons and stored them in Concord.  General Gage was sent to seize the weapons.  Paul Revere and William Dawes made their famous ride.  Gage met 60 Minutemen at Lexington, he easily won the battle.  8 colonists were killed.  The British then went on to Concord, but all the weapons had been moved.  The British were met by 500 Minutemen.  The British decided to return to Boston.  While they marched the Minutemen shot at them from behind trees.
The Second Continental Congress met in 1775 and decided to help the Patriots.  The British attacked the colonists on Breed’s Hill. The colonists fought well and drove them back 3 times, but the British were the ones to prevail.
Anticipatory Set:
I will give each student an invitation for his/her parent. I am asking the parents to come to school and become part of Menon’s army.   The students are going to develop their military plan.
Do Now Activity: 
The students are going to write down a plan of action; plan of war against myself and their parents.
Procedures:
1. The students are going to take their notebooks and to read to each other the best parts of their battle plans
2. They are to decide the logistics and the weaponry

3. We are going to have the battle on the playground

4. We are going to go to the playground so the students and I can look at the battlefield and determine what our strategy will be for fighting our war

Homework:
They are to read the selection in the text on the battles of Lexington and Breed’s Hill.   
Assessment:
They are going to get together as a class and write a battle plan.
Extension:
The Declaration of Independence
Resources:
Build Our Nation text
Playground
Author of Lesson:
Jessica Menon
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