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And Then A Hero Comes Along – A Digital Literacy Lesson
Grade Level: 5th Grade History/Language Arts
Time Required: 7 – 10 45 minute periods 

Lesson Summary:



During this cross-curricular endeavor, the students will skillfully and critically read nonfiction texts, sort information in historical context, and effectively, creatively, and precisely infuse music and still photographs to produce a digital story. The student’s completed project will then be published to the Internet to capitalize on a world-wide audience. Seizing the opportunity to integrate literacy with history and technology, this series of lessons will facilitate a valuable learning experience for each and every student and augment their understanding of what a hero is, the characteristics that make up an individual of this caliber, and why he/she is considered a hero. 

Objectives:

SW describe the characteristics of a hero, identify historical American heroes and express why that person is a hero to them, utilize effective reading strategies of nonfiction text (both in books and online), and employ Microsoft Photo Story 3 technology to create a digital story around their hero to be published on the Internet by researching a historical hero, recording data on the investigation report, responding to leading questions during research, and creating a digital story individually (NJCCCS 3.1.5.E, 3.1.5.G, 8.1.8.A, & 8.1.8.B).

SW will develop computer and informational literacy as well as use computer applications to gather and organize information by utilizing Microsoft Photo Story 3 to design, create, and produce a digital story of their Historical Hero individually (NJCCCS 3.1.5.E, 3.1.5.G, 8.1.8.A, & 8.1.8.B).

Key Terms:

contribution
n.
the act of giving (money, time, knowledge, assistance, etc.) to a common supply, fund, etc., as for charitable purposes.

digital storytelling
n.
the practice of using computer-based tools to tell stories.

edit
 v.
to revise or correct, as a manuscript. 

hero
n.
a man of distinguished courage or ability, admired for his brave deeds and noble qualities. 

humanity
n.
all human beings collectively; the human race; humankind. 

humility

n.
the quality or condition of being humble; modest opinion or estimate of one's own importance, rank, etc. 

import
v.
to bring in (merchandise, commodities, workers, etc.) from a foreign country for use, sale, processing, reexport, or services. 

ingenuity
n.
the quality of being cleverly inventive or resourceful.
integrity

n.
adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; honesty. 

characteristics
adj.
pertaining to, constituting, or indicating the character or peculiar quality of a person or thing;
nobility 
n.
 pertaining to persons so distinguished.

software 
n.
the programs used to direct the operation of a computer, as well as documentation giving instructions on how to use them.

transition
n.
movement, passage, or change from one position, state, stage, subject, concept, etc., to another.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Digital literacy is the practice of incorporating digital technology into an innovative medium to collect and decipher information. To be literate in the realm of digital literacy, moderate knowledge of technological advances and their application in the real world is key. Digitally literate people have the ability to work and communicate efficiently with others, even more so with colleagues who share their skill set.
Producing digitally literate students is critical in the 21st century classroom. Digital storytelling is a means to that end. Digital Storytelling is the 21st century equivalent of oral storytelling through implementation of computer-based tools and processes. Much like oral storytelling, digital storytelling involves a focus on a particular area and the expression of a specific perspective or opinion. The story can be on any topic of the storyteller’s choosing, whether personal, historical, fiction or non-fiction. Unlike traditional storytelling, however, digital storytelling also employs computer-related elements (such as digital images, videos, music, etc.). 
Since digital stories capture the attention and emotion of an audience by fusing images, music, narrative, and voice together, what’s produced is a powerful, thought-provoking artifact that can be enjoyed and created by virtually all audiences. Digital storytelling empowers students by affording them an opportunity to move beyond being passive consumers of content to active digital media producers.
Anticipatory Set:

“What does a ‘hero’ look like?”  In groups of 3-4 students, students will discuss the image that comes to mind when they hear the word “hero.” After a brief discussion within their groups, the students will be asked to portray what the group believes a hero looks like. They will be instructed to illustrate the hero they have chosen to depict on a piece of chart paper and add words that describe his or her characteristics around it. Upon completion, each group will briefly present their heroes to the class and tell why they chose to depict their hero in that particular manner.

Do Now Activity: 

 “Are there different types of heroes?” Students will discuss the similarities and differences of heroes from the posters created yesterday.  As a class, students will compare and contrast the different types of heroes: fantasy, fictional. historical, American, etc.
Procedures: 
**Because this project is actually a series of lessons over an extended period of time, it cannot follow the structure precisely. 
Instead, I have modified the procedures to illustrate how a teacher may elect to manage the components of the project
 from the initial set-up through the digital story’s publication. **

I. Hero Project (In order for this project to be successful, you must have access to the Internet and the software program that you opt to use already installed on your computer): 
a. Day 1
i. Review student created posters and the characteristics of a hero. **See Do Now Activity**
ii. Introduce Historical Hero Projects.

iii. Distribute and review materials.

iv. Assign homework:

1. Instruct students to select a hero that he/she would like to learn more about.

2. Encourage students to visit local or school library to take out books on their hero.
b. Day 2 - 3
i. Distribute and Review Hero Investigation Sheet with students.

ii. Distribute photo copy of hero’s biography from Dr. Denenberg’s book, 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet (if applicable).
iii. Review/Model how to critically read nonfiction text in order to gather information.
iv. Afford students time to begin research.
v. Monitor and assist students as necessary.
c. Day 4
i. Display and view sample digital stories to share with students as a model.
ii. Compare and contrast aesthetics of each presentation, information presented, style, and effectiveness.

iii. Model for students how to gather images for digital story.

iv. Demonstrate how to create a folder (since all image files should be easily accessible, I find that it is beneficial for each student to create a folder in My Documents to store the photographs collected).
v. Model how to search for particular images using www.google.com/imghp
vi. Demonstrate how to save a particular image to the newly created student folder.

vii. Encourage students to repeat steps back to ensure understanding.

viii. Afford opportunity for students to go to their assigned computer and create his/her folder.

ix. Once folder has been created, students may begin searching the Internet for photographs of their hero and saving them to their folder.

x. Monitor and assist students as necessary.

xi. Assign story board for homework.

d. Day 5
i. Review and discuss story board homework from last night. Remind students that they are attempting to tell the story of their hero through photographs – the images, NOT words should be the focal point.
ii. Display Microsoft Photostory 3 via projector.

iii. Demonstrate for students how to create a new story.

iv. Demonstrate for students how to import photographs to Microsoft Photostory 3.

v. Model how to change order of images once imported.

vi. Demonstrate how to preview digital story in order to ascertain look/feel of images.
vii. Encourage students to repeat steps back to ensure understanding.

viii. Afford opportunity for students to return to their assigned computer and begin importing pictures into Microsoft Photostory 3:
1. Students will need to continue to look for and save images from Google in order to flesh out their story.
ix. Encourage students to begin arranging photographs in order according to their story board.

x. Monitor and assist students as necessary.

e. Day 6
i. Display Microsoft Photostory 3 via projector

ii. Demonstrate for students how to create canvas for text – though Photostory gives users the ability to type text directly on each individual image, I have found that it is much more visually appealing to import a .jpeg of a square in the color of your choice to serve as the background for text. 

1. For example, if the creator would like a black background, he/she would:

a. Open his/her Internet browser to www.google.com/imghp
b. Search for image of a black square.

c. Save image to folder.

d. Import the image of the black square into Photostory 3 as canvas. 

e. Type text directly on image.

iii. Demonstrate for students how to type text onto image.

iv. Model for students how to alter font, size, and alignment.

v. Encourage students to repeat steps back to ensure understanding.

vi. Afford opportunity for students to return to their assigned computer in order to import images for text.
vii. Encourage students to add text to accentuate photographs.
viii. Students may also continue to import images of their hero from Google.

ix. Monitor and assist as necessary.

f. Day 7
i. Display Microsoft Photostory 3 via projector.

ii. Demonstrate for students how to alter transitions between photographs.

iii. Demonstrate how to import mp3 files into project and record voice narration (the latter requires a microphone).  
iv. Afford students opportunity to return to their assigned computer and continue project from where they left off.

v. Monitor and assist as necessary.

g. Day 8 – 10

i. Students will continue to produce individual Photostory until complete.

ii. Once completed, the teacher may elect to upload video to www.youtube.com , www.teachertube.com , or via a personal classroom website.
Homework:

See above. 
Assessment:

The digital story will be assessed based upon the rubric. This rubric emphasizes and rewards students for their effort, accuracy, and production quality. 

Extension:

Upon completion of each digital story, the students will be afforded the opportunity to view the other students’ work.
Resources:

Computer
Microsoft Photostory 3

Investigation Report

Rubric

Markers

Chart Paper
Mp3 file

Microphone (for recording voice narration)

Dr. Denenberg’s book, 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet
Author of Lesson:

Steve Figurelli
Hero Project Homework

Name: _________________________________ 





Date: _____________________
What characteristics do all types of heroes have in common?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Which characteristics do you feel are most important for a hero to have? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Choose two heroes that you are interested in researching. You may select both from the list provided OR you may choose your own hero that is not included on the list. 

1. _________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________

Historical Heroes Project

Name: ________________________________





Date: _____________________

Task: A hero, as defined in the dictionary, is a person noted or admired for nobility, courage, or outstanding achievement. Over the years, many extraordinary people of varying backgrounds came to America and realized their own potential to positively change the world. Thanks to their humanity, humility, ingenuity, and integrity, they helped create and build our country. You are asked to research a person who has helped build the United States into the country it is today. After you select a person to research, you will answer the Leading Questions provided to guide you in your research, and then create a digital story to share your findings with the world!

If you are having difficulty thinking of a hero, choose one from the list below:
*Susan B. Anthony




*Jonas Salk

*Clara Barton





*Jane Addams

*Harry Truman




*Harriet Tubman

*George Washington




*Mary McLeod Bethune

*Elizabeth Blackwell




*Cesar Chavez

*Delores Huerta




*Roberto Clemente

*Walt Disney





*Thomas Edison

*Albert Einstein




*Benjamin Franklin

*Milton Hershey




*Helen Keller

*Anne Sullivan




*Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
*Meriwether Lewis




*William Clark

*Sacagawea





*Abraham Lincoln

*George C. Marshall




*John Muir

*Rosa Parks





*Jackie Robinson

*Branch Ricky





*Bill Cosby





Historical Heroes Research Investigation Sheet

Name: _________________________________________




Date: _____________________

Name of Hero: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Where is your hero from? ___________________________________________________________________________
Hero’s Date of Birth / Date of Death:
Born: ________________________

Died: ________________________

Why did you choose this person as your hero? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What events in your hero’s life demonstrated his/her character? Please list four major accomplishments of this person during his/her life and the character trait that best describes it. 
	Character Trait
	Event/Accomplishment That Demonstrated This Character Trait
	Why Does This Act/Accomplishment Demonstrate This Character Trait?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Why were these contributions important in history?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do these contributions impact society today? Explain with supporting details.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List four cool/interesting facts that you learned about your hero while researching that you didn’t know before.

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please provide one quote from your hero: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the quote mean AND why is it important to you?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Historical Heroes Digital Storyboard

Name: _____________________________________





Date: _____________________
Directions: Here is where you lay out your photo story. You have three (3) to five (5) minutes to tell your story. Plan it well and make sure to calculate your timing to meet the 3-5 minute limit. 
	Describe The Visual
	Message
	Music and Timing

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	

	Photo File Name:


	
	


Digital Story Hero Rubric

Name: ____________________________________ 





  Date: _______________________

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Accuracy of Facts (Content)
	All supportive facts are reported accurately.
	Almost all supportive facts are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts are reported accurately.
	NO facts are reported OR most are inaccurately reported.

	Point of View- Awareness of Audience
	Strong awareness of audience in the design.

Students can clearly explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio, and graphics chosen fit the target audience.
	Some awareness of audience in the design.

Students can partially explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio, and graphics chosen fit the target audience.
	Some awareness of audience in the design.

Students find it difficult to explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio, and graphics chosen fit the target audience.
	Limited awareness of the needs and interests of the target audience in the design.



	Soundtrack- Emotion
	Music stirs a rich, emotional response that matches the story line well.
	Music stirs a rich, emotional response that somewhat matches the story line.
	Music is ok, and not distracting, but it does not add much to the story.
	Music is distracting, inappropriate, or was NOT used.

	Images
	Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches different parts of the story.

The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	Images create an atmosphere or tone that matches some parts of the story.

The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.
	An attempt was made to use images to create an atmosphere/tone, but more work was needed.

Image choice is logical.
	Little or NO attempt to use images to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone.

	Grammar
	Grammar and usage were correct (for the dialect chosen) and contributed to clarity, style, and character development.
	Grammar and usage were typically correct (for the dialect chosen) and errors did not distract from the story. 
	Grammar and usage were typically correct, but errors distracted from the story.
	Repeated errors in grammar and usage distracted greatly from the story.

	Point of View- Purpose
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains a clear focus throughout.
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains a clear focus for most of the presentation.
	There are a few lapses in focus, but the purpose is fairly clear.
	It is difficult to figure out the purpose of the presentation.


Final Grade ______________
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