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“A Constitutional Democracy”
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
NJCCCS:  CPI# 6.1.8.A.3.b
Time Required: Based on (3) 50-minute periods

Lesson Summary:

This lesson describes how representative government operates under the U.S. Constitution.  It explains that power flows from the people and is shaped among the three branches of the federal government.  It also explains how powers are divided between the federal government and the state governments.
Objectives:
· The students will be able to identify the principles of a constitutional government.
· They will be able to identify how the authority of a democracy comes from its people.

· They will be able to compare the powers granted to citizens, the federal government, and the states.

Key Terms:
1. checks and balances
2. union

3. popular sovereignty

4. democracy

5. public agenda

6. suffrage

7. civic virtue

8. naturalization

Historical Background for the Teachers:
What to know:  The powers given by the Constitution to the states and the national level.  Teacher should stress that liberty, justice, and peace are central to the Constitution.  Teacher should ask the students why nations need a government.   

Anticipatory Set:
Essential Question:  How does the Constitution divide power among the national government and state governments?  Use the internet to show a short video on the powers on the state and national levels.
Do Now Activity: 
Students are given a short paragraph to read about the responsibilities of the federal government.  The students are directed to read the paragraph and pay close attention to how the federal departments take care of different national issues.  Ask the students to determine which “Department”- Defense, the Interior, Health and Human Services, or the Environmental Protection Agency-would handle each of the issues mentioned in the paragraph.
Procedures:  
Students will enter the class and immediately read the “Do Now Activity” and respond to the “Do Now Activity” in their Social Studies journals.  They will have 5-7 minutes to complete the activity and then they will have sharing time.  The teacher will read the essential question and ask 2-3 students to give their answers.  The objectives and key words are read.  They will work in groups, with three members in each group.  They will define the words in groups, and then share the meanings with sentences with the entire class members.  The students will watch a short video from the internet relating to the responsibilities of the federal and state governments.  Information about the topic is provided.  The students read in small groups and the teacher asks oral questions.  They will take notes in their Social Studies journals.  Pictures are shown of present local and national leaders.  Diagrams of checks and balances and federal system of government are created with the support of the students.
Homework:
· Day 1:  Write a paragraph using the key words.
· Day 2:   Respond to 5 questions.  The students should write the answers in the journals.

· Day 3:   Study notes for an assessment.

Assessment:
Students are to write an article explaining how democracy and checks and balances help protect individual liberty.
Extension:
Students are assigned to use the library or the internet to research the local government of their community to determine the type of government and identify the various divisions.  Small groups of students will make posters that encourage citizens to be involved in their democracy.
Resources:
· Internet
· Pictures of local and federal leaders

· Diagrams

· Literature on the topic

· Library
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